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Editorial 


The vote for the British National Party should send a 
warning to everyone. It is not just the headline figures in 
Oldham that are a cause for concern. Across the country 
the BNP greatly improved its vote but even this is not the 
full picture. Its vote was concentrated within particular 
constituencies so even in areas where the party failed to 
save its deposit it can be hopeful of a vote of 25% plus in 
some wards in next May’s local elections. 

The results must be seen in the context of a record low 
turnout and widespread voter alienation from the main 
parties. There are no signs that this will change quickly, 
which will boost the BNP vote in local elections. In sharp 
contrast to when Derek Beackon was elected in Millwall 
in 1993, the BNP is now in a position to take advantage 
of a breakthrough should it occur. 

Serious community work must begin immediately in 
all the areas the BNP is planning to contest next year to 
dispel the myths and lies spread by the fascists. It 
requires councils transparently to demonstrate an even- 
handed approach to dispensing services, the 
government to release the funds required to produce 
tangible improvements in public services, and anti- 
racist activists to engage in a real debate with those who 
voted BNP. They are not nazis and their grievances, 
many of them real, must not be dismissed out of hand. 

More importantly, anti-racists, councils and the 
government must aggressively take on the BN on the 
fundamental issue of race. Politicians of all parties and 
many anti-racist activists seem paralysed whenever race 
is mentioned. The establishment silence on 
multiculturalism, asylum and race relations — as was so 
evident over John Townsend and the Oldham riots — only 
plays into the hands of the BNP. Some of the discussions 
that need to occur might be difficult but they cannot be 
avoided. The issue of race cannot be avoided. 

There also needs to be greater sophistication in the 
campaign against the BNP In 1994, in a new introduction 
to Brick Lane 1978 — The events and their significance, Rev 
Kenneth Leech wrote: “The battle against racism and 
fascism cannot be won by outsiders who march into an 
area, chant slogans, and then march out again; it can 
only be won by the most dedicated, rooted and 
persistent commitment to undermine and destroy the 
injustice and neglect on which such movements thrive”. 
His words are as valid today as when he wrote them. 
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“MISSION ACCOMPLISHED” is the way the fascist British 
National Party has described its recent election campaign. It 
believes that the 12,000 votes it secured in Oldham, coupled 
with an average 3.9% vote in the 33 seats it contested, has 
brought the party into the political mainstream and set it on 
course for a series of council election victories next May. 

There is no disguising the BNP’s success. In Oldham West and Royton, 
party leader Nick Griffin polled 16.4% of the vote, the largest vote ever for 
a fascist party in a parliamentary election. According to a Channel 
Four news report, the BNP gained over half of the vote in one working 
class ward and a quarter in a more affluent white district. In 
neighbouring Oldham East and Saddleworth, the BNP took 11%. In all, 
the BNP saved its deposits in five seats and gained between 4% and 5% 
in another seven. In 1997, the BNP stood in 56 seats but saved its deposit 
in only three. 

The Oldham vote was gained against the background of rising racial 
violence in the town culminating, on 26 May, with fascist and hooligan 
inspired violence and a riot in the predominantly Asian district of 
Goldwick. The fallout of the riot was felt across the North West, with the 
BNP polling 4.52% in Ashton-under-Lyne, a constituency that takes in 
three Oldham council wards, and Pendle, where former BNP regional 
organiser Chris Jackson took 4.97% of the vote. 

More worryingly, the BNP polled 11.25% in neighbouring Burnley, a 
vote that was all the more impressive given that local resources were 
primarily directed at Oldham. 

BNP candidates also did well in other parts of the country. In Bradford 
North, BNP treasurer John Brayshaw polled 1,613 votes, a 4.61% share, 
and in Dewsbury, Russell Smith took 4.5%. While this was down on the 
5.18% the BNP secured in the 1997 general election, it was an 
improvement on the 2.83% it gained in the town in the 1999 European 
elections. The BNP vote in Bradford North was a big leap from the 2.56% 
it polled in 1999. 

In the West Midlands, the BNP secured 4.72% in Dudley North and 
4.48% in West Bromwich West, the constituency containing Tipton 
Green, the ward where the BNP polled 23% in last year’s local elections. 
While the Dudley North seat was the best BNP result ever in the West 
Midlands, the party would have been disappointed not to have saved its 
deposit in West Bromwich West. In Stoke-on-Trent South, local organiser 
Steve Batkin polled 3.77%. This was a huge increase on the 1.25% the 
BNP gained in the same seat in the 1997 election and continues the 
upward trend that saw Batkin record a 9.3% vote in the Fenton council 
ward last year. 

The BNP continued to do well in East London, saving its deposits in 
two seats (Barking and Poplar & Canning Town). In Dagenham, the BNP 
failed to save its deposit by only two votes. The East London results 
highlighted the shifting base of its support away from its old heartland of 
Tower Hamlets to outer East London. In Bethnal Green & Bow, the BNP 
vote slumped from 7.5% in 1997 to a relatively poor 3.3% this time 
round. While the BNP saved its deposit in Poplar & Canning Town, its 
vote of 5.1% was a 40% decline from its 1997 result. 

The BNP failed to stand in the two Newham seats of East Ham and 
West Ham despite polling over 3% in both seats in 1997. Judging by the 
average increase in the BNP vote in this election, the party could well 
have received over 5% in these constituencies. That the fascists did not 
stand has as much to do with the party’s limited financial and human 
resources as with a conscious decision to prioritise outer London. 

The shifting voting base of the BNP reflects internal BNP changes. 
Since 1997 its Tower Hamlets and Newham branches have collapsed and 
have only recently been resurrected as a single East London branch. This 
is a far cry from the Tower Hamlets unit that masterminded a council by- 
election victory in Millwall in September 1993, or the Newham branch 
which had over 200 registered supporters in 1994. 

Further south Colin Smith polled 1,408 votes (3.5%) in Bexleyheath 
and Crayford. He had privately been hoping to save his deposit. A large 
proportion of his vote came from the North End ward, the scene of the 
BNP’s 27% vote in a council by-election last July. 

The concentration of the BNP vote in certain wards was watched 
carefully by the party. Local organisers were instructed to scrutinise the 
ballot boxes from district to district to identify pockets of support. 
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Disgraced 
BNP local 
election 
candidates 
in Burnley, 
who were 
forced to 
withdraw 
after 
nomination 
forms were 
found to 
have been 
falsified 


When the election results are broken down by wards, the 
BNP is likely to have polled between 10 and 20% in a 
number of voting districts. 

Elsewhere, the BNP vote was more mixed. In Newport 
West, BNP farmer Terry Cavill polled a derisory 0.79% of 
the vote. In Erewash, in the East Midlands, the convicted 
thug and BNP regional organiser, Steve Belshaw, polled 
only 1.2%, while in Croydon Central, the former 
National Front and Ku Klux Klan activist, Linda Miller, 
secured only 1% of the vote. The former BNP leader, 
John Tyndall, faired little better in neighbouring 
Mitcham & Morden, polling only 1.69%. Several other 
candidates received under 2.5% of the vote. The East 
Midlands proved to be the least profitable region for 
the party. 

Overall, the 33 BNP candidates secured 47,195 votes, 
an average of 3.9%. If one removes the five seats 
contested in the North West, the average falls to 2.8%. 
In 1997 the BNP averaged 1.2% in the 56 seats it 
contested. 


Greater professionalism 

The events in Oldham obviously boosted the BNP vote 
across the country, but it would be wrong to write off the 
good BNP showing in the general election as merely a 
by-product of the riots as some commentators have 
done. To do so would ignore the changes occurring 
within the BNP, which have enabled it to tap into the 
growing disillusionment among British people towards 
the main political parties and present itself as a 
respectable alternative. 

The results come on the back of a steadily rising 
vote for the party. In the 1999 European elections 
the BNP polled 100,000 votes across the country. Last 
year, it gained 47,000 votes in the London Assembly 
elections, while simultaneously producing its best ever 
spread of local election results. In Sandwell, it gained 
23% in one ward, with a national average of 9% in the 
seats contested. 

The “Oldham factor” cannot even fully explain the 
BNP vote in the North West. While it was obviously the 
principle reason for catapulting its percentages into 
double figures (the BNP’s European election vote in 
Oldham West was only 3.56%), these results would not 
have been achieved if the party had not been in a 
position to exploit the unrest. Griffin and local organiser 
Mick Treacy ran a highly effective campaign in the town 
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on scant resources. There were stunts, targeted and 
rapidly produced leaflets and full colour election 
addresses. Through a series of interviews with the local 
and national media, Griffin in particular was able to 
present himself as the man articulating the concerns of 
Oldham’s whites. 

In Burnley, the 11% vote was gained despite the 
adverse publicity when all six of its council candidates 
had to withdraw after their nomination papers were 
found to have been falsified and a police investigation 
was launched. While Burnley obviously reaped some 
electoral benefit from Oldham, the result was also the 
product of an 18-month BNP campaign, which saw 
every house in the town leafleted at least once. In Steve 
Smith, the BNP had a high calibre candidate who had 
independently achieved local publicity as the owner of a 
local museum and through charity work. In last May’s 
local elections, the two BNP candidates polled 21.5% 
and 5.9% in two wards. 

The Burnley experience has been replicated in several 
other areas where the BNP achieved a good vote. 
In Bradford North, the BNP polled well in the 
Undercliffe ward, an area where last year the party 
distributed hundreds of free copies of the BNP paper, 
The Voice of Freedom, and thousands of leaflets. 
The North End ward in Dartford saw the highest BNP 
vote in the Bexleyheath and Crayford constituency. 
The BNP has systematically worked this area for well 
over a year with twice weekly leafleting sessions. 
The success of this strategy was demonstrated last 
July when the BNP beat the Conservatives in a council 
by-election. 

Dartford has also seen the publication of the North 
End Patriot, a local BNP newsletter distributed free to 
local residents. This tactic followed a similar news- 
letter produced by Steve and Sharron Edwards in 
Tipton Green in the late 1990s and has since been 
replicated by BNP branches in Bradford and Lewisham. 
Complementing national publications, the newsletters 
allow BNP branches to intervene in local issues and are 
part of the party’s strategy of “community politics”. 

In addition to the candidates’ election addresses 
distributed free by the postal service, the BNP targeted 
key areas with supplementary material. In Coventry 
the BNP distributed 10,000 free copies of a special 
edition of The Voice of Freedom, tailored specifically for 
the town. Similar papers drops were conducted in 
Leicester East and 
Blaby in the East 
Midlands. 

All this was backed 
up with a_ highly 
professional BNP 
website which, during 
the election campaign, 
gave readers consid- 
erable material on 
Oldham and_ other 
race issues, an 
introduction to the 
BNP and download- 
able radio and video 
clips. 

The BNP internet 
site and its more 
professional and glossy 
literature have helped 
the party overcome 
what remains a quite 


shambolic organisation at a local level. In many areas 
of the country, including London and the South West, 
the party hardly functions and branch officials 
increasingly resent more able newcomers (see page 13). 
Party political broadcasts and large groups of local 
activists are no longer essential to the BNP. In Barking 
and Dagenham it achieved respectable votes with little 
local organisation or activity. 


Eleven months’ notice 

The rise in the BNP vote must be set in the context of 
increasing alienation with the political process as a 
whole. The lowest turnout since 1918 and the 
unenthusiastic endorsement of Labour clearly illustrate 
the growing gulf between the main political parties 
and the voters. The decline of local government, the 
rising prominence of quangos and unelected advisers 
acting in the place of elected representatives and the 
perceived indifference the government holds towards 
the poorer sections of society are all pushing people 
outside the system. 

There has, undeniably, been a white backlash since 
the Stephen Lawrence Inquiry highlighted 
institutionalised racism in the police and other public 
bodies. While anti-racist groups, politicians and 
some in the media have, quite correctly, taken up the 
issues of institutionalised racism, many working class 
white people have become increasingly resentful that 
their own needs are being ignored. Although this is often 
not borne out under inspection, this perceived 
discrimination is leading to growing hostility. At a time 
when the major political parties are afraid to discuss 
the issue of race — be it John Townsend’s attack on 
multiculturalism, asylum or even the silence over the 
Oldham riots — the BNP is providing a section of 
the white working class with vocal alternative. 

The events in Oldham have crystallised the debate 
around the issue of race, but the simmering resentment 
has been growing for some time. Of course, the Asian 
people of Oldham, Burnley, East London and West 
Yorkshire are not the cause of white unemployment and 
poor housing, but in the eyes of some people, egged on 
by the BNP, they remain the most obvious and 
immediate target for their anger. 

The BNP always saw this election as a stepping-stone 
towards substantial local council votes next May. 
The leadership is now convinced that votes of more 
than 20% can be secured in some wards, if not at least 
one council victory, in Dartford, Barking and 
Dagenham, Newham, Tower Hamlets, Sandwell, Dudley, 
Oldham and Burnley. Other substantial votes will 
be expected in Sunderland, Bradford and even in areas 
the party did not contest this time, such as Rochdale 
and Colne. 

Whether the BNP achieves any success next May will 
depend on the response of anti-racists and other 
political parties to the general election vote. This means 
engaging with ordinary people, including those who 
voted BNP, and addressing their very real concerns. 
It means a long hard look at local government funding, 
participatory democracy and social deprivation. 
It means understanding why people voted BNP, why 
young Asian people rioted and why so many people 
failed to vote at all. It also requires a greater willingness 
to discuss and confront issues of race. 

Ignoring the lessons of the BNP vote will come back to 
haunt us when the BNP does even better next May. 
We have been given 11 months’ notice to act. No one can 
claim that they have not been warned. 


BNP vote in 
perspective 


The BNP achieved its best ever general election 
results. The tables below illustrate how the fascist 
party performed compared to recent general 
election campaigns. 


The bottom table charts the far right vote over the 
past 35 years. 








1992 Number of BNP. candidates 
0-1 , : : 7 Su ea 
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Number of BNP candidates 
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Year Seats Total Vote in Candidate 
Contested Seats Contested 
1966 a1 343,346 16,283 
1970 17 608, 752 30,806 
1974 (Feb) 60 2,656,266 82,147 
1974 (Oct) 89 3,875,492 113,/31 
1979 308 14,606,646 191,855 
1983 115 5,146,422 42,792 
1987 5 260,116 a 21 
1992 26 125/593 41821 
1997 80 4,057,758 49,750 
2001 41 1,542,708 51,059 


Data for bottom table supplied by Community Security Trust 
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time in its 20-year history the BNP believes it is 

breaking out of the political wilderness. On the 
basis of its general election vote, in which it averaged 
3.9% and saved its deposit in five seats, the party thinks 
it has an opportunity to win several council seats next 
May. This, its leaders believe, will be a platform for 
future success at local and national level. 

The scene for this BNP breakthrough was Oldham, 
where the party attracted 12,000 votes. In Oldham West 
& Royton, Nick Griffin, the party leader, polled 16.4%. 
In Oldham East & Saddleworth, Mick Treacy took 
11.21%. In neighbouring Ashton-under-Lyne, Roger 
Wood polled 4.52%. A crude look at the ward breakdown 
is even more alarming. According to one councillor 
present at the count, the BNP gained over 50% of the 
vote in Fitton Hill, home of the nazi Fitton Hill Crew and 
the Oldham Irregulars. In the more affluent Chadderton 
ward, it is estimated that the BNP polled between 
20 and 30%. 

The BNP vote came after months of rising racial 
tension cleverly manipulated and exploited by the 
fascists. As early as February, the council and police 
were forming a task force to attempt to defuse mounting 
racial unrest. In the weeks before the election fascists 
and football hooligans went on the rampage and the 
National Front attempted to hold __ several 
demonstrations. On 26 May, following a violent assault 
on a predominantly Asian street by a gang of white 
racists, the Oldham riots erupted. 


Te: British National Party scents blood. For the first 


Fruitful territory 

The BNP had seen Oldham as potentially receptive to 
the party’s message for some time. As early as 1999 the 
BNP-supporting magazine, Spearhead, carried an 
article detailing attacks on whites by Asians. But until 
recently there was little BNP activity in the town. 
For several years there had been a gentleman's 
agreement between the International Third Position 
and the BNP, under which the ITP operated in Oldham 
while the BNP targeted Burnley and Rochdale. On some 
occasions there was open dialogue between the two 
groups, with BNP regional organiser, Chris Jackson, 
able to call on Combat 18 and ITP activists from 
Oldham to protect BNP events and election candidates. 
Some people, such as Paul Harris, a local activist, were 
involved in both groups. 

It was not until summer 2000 that the BNP established 
a branch in Oldham, though numbers remained small. 
Fewer than 20 Oldham-based BNP activists turned out 
for the election campaign. 

In March the BNP held its northern rally in the town 
followed by an impromptu demonstration outside the 
local police station. 

The BNP had decided it would stand in both Oldham 
seats well before the recent troubles. However, events 
were to prove beneficial to the party. An unfounded BBC 
Radio 4 report into alleged “no-go” areas for whites was 
given added legitimacy with the cowardly attack on 
76-year-old Walter Chamberlain by three young Asians. 
Despite the family claiming the assault was criminal not 
racial, the popular perception, reinforced by the press 
and the police, was that it was a racist attack and that 
“no-go” areas existed. 

The BNP lost no time in exploiting these events. 
Forty-eight hours after the attack, on St George's Day, 
Griffin announced his candidature in Oldham West. 
The day was marked by BNP members anonymously 
placing St George's Day flags around the town, forcing 


the council “unpatriotically” to remove them. 

In a 24-hour period Griffin was interviewed for Channel 
4 News and Tonight with Trevor McDonald, appeared on 
GMTV, and debated with Lee Jasper for Radio 4’s Today 
Programme. He was also interviewed by the Oldham 
Chronicle, BBC North News and the locally based 
Revolution Radio. The new media-friendly BNP is a far cry 
from the BNP of old, which viewed the press at best with 
suspicion and more usually with outright hostility. 

Over the following few weeks the NF attempted to hold 
demonstrations in Oldham and gangs of football 
hooligans gathered in the hope of clashing with Asian 
youths. The BNP moved to occupy the moral high ground, 
publicly condemned the NF and hooligan activity as 
“unhelpful” and portrayed the NF as “extremists”. 

This was rich coming from the BNP who, when the 
Oldham United Against Racism group held an anti-racist 
march in the town, BNP organiser Mick Treacy tried to 
organise a counter-protest in the hope of rallying the 
town's white community. 

Privately, it revelled in the racist backlash knowing that 
it would only polarise communities. When 450 Stoke 
hooligans rampaged through an Asian area in late April, 
Griffin publicly condemned their actions and smugly 
claimed, “this was the failure of the multiracial society”. 

As the racist gangs became more active, so the Asian 
communities became more afraid. This soon turned to 
hostility towards the police for their inability to prevent 
the marauding racist gangs. Despite a Home Office ban 
on political marches, the NF was repeatedly allowed to 
enter the town and hooligan gangs were allowed 
to move from pub to pub seeking a clash with Asians. 
The failure to enforce the ban only encouraged the 
racists to continue. 

The fuse ignited on 26 May after a racist gang attacked 
a predominantly Asian street. Several residents who 
came out of their houses to defend themselves were 
arrested and the night exploded into violence. 

The BNP loudly condemned the Asian rioters but 
exonerated the white gangs. “[The media] are now 
caught up in an orgy of spin trying to pin the blame ona 
handful of young whites alleged to have assaulted 
Asians earlier in the evening. Whether this group even 
existed or not we don't know, but from the way in which 
police vans were penning groups of young whites into 
pubs and keeping them under close surveillance, 
including repeated stop and search incidents, we think 
it unlikely that any whites would have had a chance to 
go looking for trouble even had they wanted to.” 

These “young whites” were a 50-strong gang of football 
hooligans and Combat 18 supporters who had been trying 
to invade Asian areas in the hope of igniting trouble. Nick 
Griffin and Mick Treacy had been with this group at the 
Britannia pub earlier on in the day. 

The BNP’s weasel words played into the hands of local 
racists. In an echo of Nazi Germany in the 1930s, the BNP 
called for a boycott of Asian businesses, stating: “It’s the 
only way to make the Asian community bring their young 
thugs under control, and restore peace to our Oldham”. 

It was a strategy that played well with many white 
residents. While the national press and politicians 
agonised over the causes of the riot, often halfheartedly, 
the BNP presented itself as the voice of Oldham’s whites. 

Its message was clear. The Asians, and the Asians 
alone, were to blame for the violence. “Surprise, 
surprise!” a BNP leaflet rushed out days after the riot 
announced. “Mobs of Muslim rioters have caused 
millions of pounds worth of damage in our town, but the 
only thing the Labour Party plans to do about it is to 
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reward them, by throwing £millions more of taxpayers’ 
money into the riot areas ‘to end the deprivation that 
caused the riots’. 

“What utter bull! Muslim riots are caused by Muslim 
rioters, not by law-abiding taxpayers. So why should you 
have to pay for all their racist attacks on the majority 
community and other minorities and the police?” 

The choice of words was clever. “Our town” reinforced 
the notion of the Asian communities as outsiders, 
temporary residents who should not really be there. By 
describing the rioters as “Muslim” the BNP was 
circumventing the Race Relations Act, which ignores 
religious discrimination. 

If many local whites understood the BNP’s coded 
racism, the local paper, the Oldham Chronicle, 
inexcusably did not. Two days after the riots, the paper 
carried a prominent denial by Griffin of the accusation, 
carried in the national press, that the BNP was partly 
responsible for the trouble. Throughout the campaign 
the paper remained neutral on the BNP. After the 
election, an editorial went as far as to say: “The political 
landscape in Oldham has changed...it has been 
changed through the proper democratic process by Mr 
Nick Griffin and his British National Party campaigning 
properly and legally and persuading people to vote for 
them... Mr Griffin and the BNP now has a mandate from 
11,000 Oldham residents.” 

Another coded message was hidden in the BNP call 
for a peace line to be erected between Asian and white 
districts. While this was presented as a means to defuse 
the violence, its real meaning was that people of 
different races could not live together. If that was the 
case, the BNP logic concluded, then multiculturalism 
had failed and so should be reversed. 

The BNP election effort was centred on a few 
predominantly white wards. “People were very receptive 
to the BNP message,” one journalist who spent time in 
Oldham told Searchlight. “There was a mood, especially 
among the young whites, that the nature of their own 
world was being changed for the worse. They identified 
that change with the growing Asian population in the 
town whom they perceived as ‘taking over’. There was 
also the perception that the main political parties were 
ignoring their needs.” 

The BNP tapped into the fears of many Oldham 
people. The notions that the council and government 
prioritised services for Asian districts and that the police 
dealt softly with Asian crime both played heavily in BNP 
literature. So too did the claim that Labour and the Lib 
Dems cared little for the interests of white people. 


Oldham: The reality 

@ Oldham is the 33rd most deprived area in England 

@ Five wards — Coldhurst, St Mary’s, Werneth, Alexandra, and 
St James — rank among the 10% most deprived areas in the country. 

@ Ethnic minorities make up approximately 13% of the population 

@ In 1998, the unemployment rate among people of Bangladeshi and 
Pakistani ethnic origin, at 38%, was nearly five times greater than 
among white people 

@ Poor-condition housing is particularly concentrated in central Oldham 
areas such as Westwood, Glodwick, Freehold, and Coppice. These are 
primarily Asian areas. 

@ There is a clear link between deprivation and poor health in 
Oldham. The death rate is nearly one-third higher than the national 
average. 

@ Oldham council claims that assistance and funding to areas is done 
on the basis of need wherever it occurs, and that its priority is lifting 
all individuals and communities out of poverty. 
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The BNP ran a highly innovative campaign, including 
the distribution of free CDs to young people and rapidly 
produced leaflets, printed locally, that were relevant and 
targeted. This was backed up by its Internet site, which 
carried a special section on Oldham. There were also a 
number of stunts. On the weekend before the poll, BNP 
activists pretending to be council officials toured the 
town in a loudspeaker van announcing: “Don't read the 
green leaflets. Whatever you do, do not read the green 
leaflets.” Shortly afterwards, other BNP members 
distributed these “inappropriate” green leaflets. 

On election night, the BNP candidates responded to a 
ban on speeches at the count by wearing gags and 
T-shirts emblazoned with slogans. Coupled with the 
results, it guaranteed the BNP mass media coverage. 

Oldham became the central focus of the party’s election 
effort. A mass leafleting drive saw 50 BNP supporters 
travel in from across Britain, including several other 
BNP candidates and as many as ten activists from 
Scotland. It was a local campaign run by BNP nationally. 


Surprise 

The BNP was surprised with its election results. While it 
knew it was heading for a good showing in Oldham West 
& Royton, the performances in Oldham East & Saddle- 
worth and Ashton-under-Lyne were unexpectedly good. 
The BNP thought that Treacy would save his deposit but 
did not expect the 11% he polled and suggested that the 
party’s support extended beyond the heavily deprived 
area of Shaw to the more affluent white districts. 

In Ashton-under-Lyne, most of the BNP votes came 
from the Hollingwood ward of Oldham, which, along 
with Failsworth East & West, falls in that constituency. 
Hollingwood is likely to be one of the BNP’s key targets 
in next year’s local elections. 

The campaign for those elections has already begun, 
with the BNP distributing a “thank you” leaflet to its 
voters in Oldham. In order to become eligible to stand for 
Oldham council and thereby lead the party’s challenge 
next year, Griffin is likely to set up a party business in the 
town with himself as managing director. His presence is 
guaranteed to keep the BNP in the local headlines. 

The BNP did not cause the racial problems in Oldham 
or, directly, the riot, but it did manipulate and exploit 
existing tensions to its own political ends. The BNP 
cleverly distanced itself from the trouble but through its 
coded language it encouraged white racism and reaped 
the benefits. The BNP ran a highly effective local campaign 
in Oldham. Its opponents need to be equally innovative to 
prevent the fascists from winning council seats next year. 


“Rights for Whites” policy exposed 

The BNP claims that far from being racist, it is seeking to 
establish equality between non-whites and whites. 

It alleges that non-whites receive preferential treatment 
from the government and the press, and that whites have 
become “second class citizens”. The “rights for whites” 
slogan is described as an attempt to such “reverse 
discrimination”. 

This is a lie. The BNP does not want equality. Racism 
and discrimination lie at the very heart of its policies. 

The type of immigration to which the BNP is opposed is 
“non-white” immigration. The BNP also calls for 
“preference in the job market to be given to native 
Britons”. When the BNP uses the term “native Briton”, 
it means white Britons. A BNP government would turn 
“non-whites” into second-class citizens, would outlaw 
mixed race relationships and would encourage repatriation. 
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Stopping 


THERE ARE NO EASY or quick-fix solutions for the 
problems of Oldham. Racism has been used to divide 
Asian and white people from equally deprived areas. 
Rather than uniting to better their lot, communities 
have turned on each other violently. Overturning 
the successes of the British National Party requires the 
breaking down of these divisions. 

Oldham United Against Racism gives Searchlight some 
practical suggestions on how this might be done. 


Oldham Council 

The Asian communities view council actions with great 
scepticism after ten years of bad practice. There has been 
a de facto policy of offering housing along segregated 
ethnic lines. This must be reversed if we are to break 
down the mistrust between groups. 

There needs to be greater transparancy in the 
distribution of council funding and services. People need 
to see that money is being spread fairly and on the basis 
of need. Recent government funding gave Glodwick £5m 
and Fitton Hill £53m. This was hardly reported locally. 
Transparancy, which is not evident at present, will 
undercut the BNP message and the misconseptions held 
by many white people. 

Housing is a major issue. The council has to provide 
adequate maintenance on estates, and wardens to make 
people feel safe. There has to be a concerted effort to 
integrate different communities. This will not be easy 
and there will be resistance from all quarters but the 
council must make this a priority. The council should 
benefit people who move to mixed areas by offering 
adequate services and facilities there. 

The council should abandon its plans to transfer its 
housing stock to Housing Action Trusts. This will further 
remove local accountability and the right to redress. 

On education, there need to be more mixed schools as 
a means to break down the mistrust between 
communities. The council needs to initiate an anti-racist 
campaign in schools. 

Youth services and facilities need to be greatly 
improved. With youth unemployment running at 24% in 
some areas, there is enormous alienation among young 
people of all racial groups. The problem is particularly 
bad for the 16-18 age group who have virtually no 





the BNP in Oldham 


council-funded facilities. What amenities exist are costly. 

More importantly, the council needs aggressively to 
confront the BNP, particularly in exploding the myths 
and lies the nazis circulate about preferential treatment. 


Police 

The police must take a lot of the responsibility for the 
recent troubles. When the police eventually did crack 
down on racists, as was demonstrated by the arrests of 13 
National Front supporters, the action proved successful. 
However, by then the damage had been done. 

It was inexcusable that the police refused to redirect 
450 Stoke hooligans on their way back from a football 
match after they had earlier rampaged through a 
predominantly Asian area. 

The make-up of the police must reflect the ethnic 
diversity of the town. The present situation only 
increases the mistrust and suspicion within the Asian 
community towards them. Even those well intentioned 
officers, who are often marginalised locally, have not 
been provided with the appropriate training for dealing 
with young Asian people. 


Government 

The Government has a major responsibility in overseeing 
the radical and fundamental changes that are needed in 
the town. The Home Office needs to enforce changes in 
policing. More importantly, it needs to provide the 
financial assistance to regenerate the area. 


Anti-racists and the Labour movement 

Oldham United Against Racism needs your support. 
We need the funding to produce leaflets and posters, and 
volunteers to help distribute the material. We need 
people from outside the town to follow our lead and take 
our advice. Oldham will prove to be a watershed. If the 
BNP can win a council seat here, it will open the doors for 
similar success around the country. There is too much 
lip-service paid to the problems of Oldham. Now is the 
time for everyone to play their part. 


Oldham United Against Racism can be contacted 
through Oldham Law Centre, Archway House, 3 Bridge 
Street, Oldham. 
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NF flops in polls 


THE NATIONAL FRONT failed miserably in its general 
election campaign. Despite concentrating its efforts on 
just five constituencies, the NF polled a paltry 2,484 
votes in total, an average of 497 votes, or 1.41%. 
The NF vote was all the more derisory given its high 
media profile in recent months, the continuing media 
scare stories over asylum seekers and the events in 
Oldham. 

The NF would have been particularly disappointed 
with its result in Thanet North (395 votes -— 0.94%), 
Thanet South (242 votes - 0.61%) and Southwark 
North & Bermondsey (612 votes - 1.66%) as it has 
targeted these areas. The NF has held six marches in 
Margate, one of the main towns in Thanet, and three 
more recently in Bermondsey. In the 1997 general 
election the British National Party received 913 votes 
(1.75%) in Southwark North & Bermondsey. With the 
tripling of the BNP vote in this election, the NF would 
certainly have hoped to improve on that result. 

The NF’s best result was in Birmingham Erdington, 
where the group’s East Midlands organiser, Mick 
Shore, stood. He received 681 votes, giving him 2.23%. 
However, his campaign was overshadowed by an attack 
by his supporters on a rival candidate and his 
supporters (pictured left). The overall NF campaign was 
not helped by the party’s preoccupation with Oldham, 
which did much to distract its supporters from any 
political campaigning. 

The poor results only confirm what Searchlight wrote 
in May, namely that the NF was a physical threat rather 
than a political threat. While it is important that its 
activities are opposed, the real work that must be done 
is combating the BNP. 


ournalists 


der visit www.searchlightinformationservices.com or phone 020 7681 8660 


- Searchlight 
wilt te 4) New free media pack 
available from 
Searchlight Information 
Services 


Includes essential 
information on: 


British National Party 
Main far-right parties in Britain 











Searchlight Information Services 







‘Searchlight provides a unique resource for journalists, 
academics, researchers and anti-fascist campaigners 







SIS holds an unrivalled collection of materials on 
the racist right dating back from the 1920s to the 
present day. 
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fact-sheets, press releases and news reports appear 
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Far-right election strategies 


responsible for re demise of two London BNP 
organisers and several new and able recruits, She 


stood for the party in Croydon Central in the general — 
election and is its estaba in the forthcoming tnwer 


Hamlets council by-election. — 

Miller’s meteoric rise comes only 18 months. after 
she was refused entry into the BNP’s 2000 rally 
because of her extremism. At that event, held in Milton 
Keynes, the BNP group development organiser, Tony 
Lecomber, barred her because of her involvement in 


the National Front and the Ku Klux Klan. In 1997, the 
Sunday Mirror photographed KKK activists oe . a 


meeting in her Tower Hamlets council flat. 

Miller’s candidature in Croydon was a last cane 
decision after the intended candidate was forced out. 
A new recruit, this woman was everything the BNP 
seeks: middle-class, married, respectable and with no 
obvious nazi baggage. 

Her recruitment was not, however, to everyone’s 
liking. After Searchlight reported the BNP meeting 
addressed by the German nazi Giinter Deckart, she 
immediately came under suspicion. Why, many long- 
time members of the party noe would she A ast 
before her husband? 


Leading the witchhunt- was. Bob Gertner, who, - 
quite unbelievably, accused the new recruit of being — 


antisemitic. From Gertner, who gave sycophantic 
support to David Irving during his libel trial, this was a 


bit rich. Worse was to come when esac accused the 


woman of being a “nazi”. 


A disciplinary hearing, was cone: ood by Tony 


Lecomber, but this soon descended into violence. Alan 


Gould, the party’s Waltham Forest organiser, attended 


in support of the accused, with Dave Hill, the East 


London organiser, supporting Miller and Gertner. For his. 


troubles, Gould received a beating from Hill, while the 
accused’s husband was attacked Lynda’s husband, the 
convicted thug Alex Cooper. 


Disgusted by his own treatment, Gould left the party. 


In a letter to local members, he wrote: “It was with the 


deepest regret that | have to inform you that | am no 


FARUER NICKG. HAD SMASHED 
HIS GLASS EYE DURING 4 
LITTLE TEMPEL TANTRUM. 


DAM! Ineed areplacement 
eue and quick. wonder 
iF LT can Find ANgEKUNe 
Suitable in the 
BNP Za box? 
#5 


all. Following a echiantinis intern: 
_of which | won't divulge here | felt no alternative but to 
_resign my position and terminate my membership.” 


Gould was not the first organiser to fall foul of the 
Miller curse. Last autumn, Ken Francis, the Newham 
organiser, was booted out of the party after it was 


spute, he Heise 


revealed that he was having a relationship with aSouth | 


American, whom Miller claimed was in Britain illegally. 
Miller demanded Francis’s expulsion for “harbouring 

a coon” after Francis objected to Miller’s return to the 

party. In the true spirit of the modern BNP, Lecomber, 


himself a convicted bomber and thug, again sided with 


Miller. 

Miller and Hill are the main BNP activists in East 
London. This partly explains why the party Is in such a 
shambolic state. But perhaps, Miller is acting to a plan. 
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East End of 
London in 
the 1970s 





led up with fascist incursions into the areas 
where they lived, Asian youths fought pitched 
battles with the police. Petrol bombs were 
thrown at a local pub in anger after racists 
assaulted an Asian woman. The police were 
taken by surprise at the strength of fury from the local 
populace, who saw them as protecting the racists who 
had physically attacked people earlier in the day. In the 
ensuing fighting many police officers were injured and a 
pub completely wrecked. 

No, this was not Oldham, Lancashire in May this year 
but Southall, west London 20 years ago this month. In 
July 1981 a skinhead concert starring the “Oi” band, the 
4-Skins, turned into a riot in which 61 police officers 
were injured and the concert venue, the Hamborough 
Tavern, burnt to the ground. In the run-up to the 
concert, fascists had been handing out leaflets in 
support of Robert Relf, a notorious racist who had been 
a member of the Ku Klux Klan in the 1960s and had a 
string of race relations offences under his belt. 
A number of racist attacks carried out by fascists who 
had come into Southall from outside the area had also 
stoked local tension. 

As well as these racist attacks, not far from people's 
minds was the killing of the anti-racist Blair Peach in 
Southall two years earlier in 1979, when he was struck 
on the head by a police radio while opposing a National 
Front (NF) demonstration. The fact that the police 
allowed the concert to go ahead in the light of the recent 
history of the area led The Guardian to comment the 
following day: “At the very least this is incompetence on 
a pretty grand scale”. 

From most of the media coverage of the recent events 
in Oldham you would never guess that the kind of things 
that happened there had not only happened before but 
were similar to several events in Britain over the past few 
decades. 

In fact, apart from a couple of striking similarities, in 
many ways Southall is not the best comparison with 
Oldham. Furthermore, those events took place during 
the great summer of discontent for the Conservative 
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Thatcher government, when Brixton, Toxteth and 
other places saw large-scale violent confrontations 
between youths and the police. Some of the language 
has not changed though. After the violence in Brixton, 
which had involved both black and white youths, the 
Metropolitan Police Commissioner declared: “I have 
this message for the people of Brixton. We ‘will uphold 
and enforce law. Brixton is not a no-go area, nor will 
Tubes 


Ghetto controversies and “paki bashing” 
While comparisons with events in 1980s west London 
can only go so far, there are remarkable similarities 
between the underlying issues faced by people in 
Oldham and those that were faced by the Asian 
population in London's East End in the 1970s (and 
largely still are today). A couple of years after a summer 
of racial provocations in 1978, Kenneth Leech, a local 
parish priest and anti-racist who was heavily involved in 
what he described, wrote an excellent pamphlet called 
Brick Lane 1978: The events and their significance. 
The contents of that pamphlet still resonate strongly 
and in the wake of the election locally of BNP member 
Derek Beackon to the Tower Hamlets council in 1993, 
the pamphlet was reprinted the following year, some 
16 years after the events it described. 

In the pamphlet, Leech put events into an historical 
context and looked at key issues as diverse as the 
housing policy of the Greater London Council (GLC) and 
the role of the fascists in fuelling trouble in the area. 
It was with reference to events in Bethnal Green at the 
beginning of the 1970s — when skinheads first emerged 
in the area — that the term “Paki-bashing” was originally 
used. So severe was the prospect of being on the 
receiving end of a racist attack that in 1970 The Observer 
wrote: “any Asian careless enough to be walking the 
street alone at night is a fool”. This was the beginning of 
what was to become a series of attacks and racial 
murders in the area over the years. 

One of the most highly publicised racial murders took 
place in May 1978 when Altab Ali, a young Bengali, was 


stabbed to death near Brick Lane, heralding a series of 
anti-racist demonstrations. The racists organised too 
and after press coverage of claims that the GLC planned 
to house Bengalis in what were described as “ghettos” 
there was major violence in Brick Lane. Some 150 
youths rampaged through the Brick Lane area that June, 
smashing windows, throwing bottles and lumps of 
concrete and damaging shops and cars in a similar 
fashion to the soccer hooligans in Oldham this year. 

Like Oldham today, Brick Lane was the centre of 
national press attention because of the racism and 
accompanying violence in the area. Racist agitation had 
produced good results for the NF in the East End of 
London four years earlier at the general election of 
October 1974. The NF gained the highest fascist vote in 
Britain, 9.4% of the vote, in Hackney South and 
Shoreditch, and in Bethnal Green and Bow the NF 
candidate got 7.6%. 

The question of “ghettos” was important in the East 
End of London and is important in Oldham today 
because this is how the council has largely housed its 
Asian population. In the 1970s East End, Bengalis were 
severely underrepresented in local authority housing 
and when they were housed were more likely to end up 
in the oldest and most unpopular accommodation. 
Subjected to constant racist attacks many tenants 
simply gave up their council accommodation and 
squatted in safer areas. In 1978, after the Bengali 
Housing Action Group called for Bengalis to be housed 
in safe areas, and named 13 such estates, the GLC put 
forward a proposal to house Bengalis on their own 
estates — effectively a form of segregation — something 
that was never actually called for. Newspaper articles 
interpreted this as an intention to form Bengali 
“ghettos” in the area. The NF welcomed the idea of 
keeping Bengalis separate from whites, as did the Daily 
Telegraph, which argued: “... the harmonious, multi- 
racial utopia cannot exist outside the minds of those 
who are striving to bring it about”. 

Perhaps not surprisingly, it was after a week of press 
coverage of the issue, that racists rampaged through 
Brick Lane. 

Numerous groups came together to oppose the idea of 
a “ghetto”, uniting white and Bengali residents alike. 
In the end they won the day and successfully ensured 
that the GLC committed itself to multiracial housing. An 
Asian journalist at the time said: “By rejecting outright 
and with one voice the proposed ‘ghetto’ solution to the 
housing and racial problems with which the Asian 
community is faced in east London, the 20,000 Bengalis 
have struck a blow for multi-racialism and multicultural 
* community life in Tower Hamlets.” 


Copies of 

Brick Lane 1978: 

The events and their 
significance are available 
Lig 

Kenneth Leech 

St Botolph’s Church 
Aldgate 

London 

EC3N 1AB 


NTS 
He EVE 

. THEIR 
AR FICANCE 


£3.95 including postage. 
Cheques payable to Ken Leech. 








Inter-communal conflict or jobs 
and services? 


Interestingly, during the 1970s (and the next two 
decades) whenever Asian youths responded to racist 
attacks they were blamed for the trouble. Victims of 
racist attacks were often arrested for carrying offensive 
weapons and the media were full of stories of Asian 
“vigilante groups”. Little has changed today apart from 
the language and place. Instead of vigilantes the press 
today talks of Asian gangs in Oldham as being a key 
cause of racial conflict in the area. 

Nowadays everybody calls themselves anti-racist. 
The establishment has appropriated anti-racism and 
much of its essence has been removed. While there have 
been notable advances — not least the way institutions 
now clamour to prove their anti-racist credentials — in 
some ways we have gone backwards. Most anti-racists 
once understood that racism was not merely prejudice, 
but included the additional crucial factor of the power 
relationship between different peoples. Now for many 
racism has been reduced simply to a question of colour 
and prejudice, and from that perspective any analysis of 
the problem is lost in a world of “ethnic” conflict where 
are all sides are equally to blame. 

So, in Oldham, some see Asian on white violence as 
precisely the same as white on Asian violence, ignoring 
completely the fact that white racists have tormented 
local Asians with decades of “Paki bashing”. If after years 
of humiliation for their families at the hands of white 
tormentors, some youths engage in confrontations with 
white people who have not been involved in racist 
attacks, is that racism? It might not be the best response, 
but that is a separate issue. In the 1980s black on white 
prejudice used to be referred to as “reverse racism” when 
it was argued that racism “went both ways”. It was as 
ridiculous then as it is now. 

The facts are that all working-class Oldhamers suffer 
oppression, regardless of the colour of their skin. 
But Asians, on top of what their white neighbours 
experience, also suffer violent racist attacks, less chance 
of gaining employment and numerous other petty 
indignities that are the hallmark of racism. As long as 
people's attention is diverted to the issue of race then 
the council, police and media — the cause of much of the 
problems — can avoid scrutiny. The solution to Oldham’s 
problems lies not in intercommunal conflict but in a 
united demand for action on unemployment, housing 
and local services. 
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Charity commissioners 
in fascist tangle 


Fiore 
viewing 
his good 
fortune 








by Gerry Gable 


he Charity Commissioners are being challenged 
Tee their decision to allow the transfer of land 

worth over £1 million to a charity run by third 
positionist fascists. 

Last autumn the Charity Commissioners unfroze the 
bank accounts of two phoney charities set up by the 
convicted Italian terrorist Roberto Fiore. The 
Commissioners had frozen the funds of the Trust of St 
Michael the Archangel and the St George's Educational 
Trust (SGET) pending investigation that they were 
engaged in political activities but never succeeded in 
understanding what was really going on. 

The land, including a large country house, was left to 
the SGET via a settlement made by the late Rosine de 
Bounevialle in 1996, of which she and Fiore were the 
trustees. Its terms were that she could live there for the 
rest of her life but on her death the property would pass 
to the SGET. The two charities had been formed a year 
earlier by Fiore and the violent criminal Colin Todd, 
ostensibly to promote Catholicism. Both men are leading 
lights in the International Third Position, much of whose 
work has been conducted from the house on the edge of 
the New Forest. Todd has lived there for some years. 

Rosine de Bounevialle, a lifelong fascist, duly died at 
the house on Christmas Day 1999 in circumstances 
sufficiently mysterious for the Coroner’s Court to return 
an open verdict. Her relatives have found evidence that 
some of the land being handed over to the fascists was 
never hers to place in the settlement. 

Her sister-in-law, Joyce de Bounevialle, claim that 
some of the land, which has considerable development 
value, belonged to her late husband, Rosine’s brother 
Cass, a wartime flyer awarded the Distinguished Flying 
Cross for his heroic exploits in the defence of Malta. 
Joyce also has an excellent war record and at 80 still 
retains all the tenacity and courage she acquired in the 
RAF during the war. 

Trust law places few restrictions on who can act as a 

trustee and the Charity Commissioners see no 
_ conflict of interest between Fiore’s roles as a 
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trustee of Rosine’s settlement and a trustee of the charity 
that inherits the property on her death. 

Under charity law even a serial killer is not 
automatically disbarred from being a trustee of a 
charity. The only crime that can bar someone is fraud. 
Searchlight has pointed the Commissioners in the 
direction of the Italian conviction of Fiore’s Easy London 
business, which enticed young Europeans to come to 
London to learn English in one of Fiore’s language 
schools, live in one of his fire traps or be put to work in 
almost slave like conditions in East Anglia. 

Fiore is legally represented by Patrick O’Callaghan 
whom readers might recognise as the solicitor for Nick 
Griffin, now the leader of the British National Party, when 
he was convicted for a race hate crime two years ago. 

Searchlight’s 20-year investigation of Fiore’s evil deeds 
came up against a murder in London in 1998 of a 
lifelong national socialist by the name of John Gaster. It 
appears that Gaster made a nuisance of himself to Fiore 
and his crew by tipping off the press about the improper 
activities of the two charities, which led to a number of 
media stories and the Charity Commissioners’ original 
interest in them. 

Gaster was warned on two occasions by a member of 
Fiore’s inner circle that the terrorist was losing patience 
with him. A few days after the second warning Gaster 
was attacked in broad daylight on a London bus by a 
man he thought to be from Eastern Europe. He suffered 
severe head injuries and died a few days later at 
University College Hospital. 

The man who had taken the threatening telephone 
calls on Gaster’s behalf made a belated statement to the 
police and other friends of Gaster have tried to stimulate 
some interest in this unsolved murder. 

So a charity that has been cleared as fit and proper to 
own a valuable property is, at the very least, indirectly 
linked through possibly two of its trustees to a murder 
and another mysterious death. 

Clearly the Charity Commissioners are not equipped 
to uncover the facts about a sophisticated political 
operation set up by a ruthless fascist operator. Instead 
they have trustingly accepted Fiore’s and Todd’s 
assurances that they will comply with all the 
Commissioners’ requirements in the future and 
separate their political and charitable activities. 

Equally worrying is the failure by the police to link the 
two incidents with Fiore and to try to reconstruct the 
events that led up to Rosine’s death. Because she died on 
Christmas Day, the investigation did not get under way 
at once and some facts mentioned to the officer first on 
the scene might not have got into later statements taken 
by more senior officers. 

Searchlight has access to an extremely reliable witness 
to the way in which Todd behaved towards Rosine after 
he and his colleagues began to suspect in the months 
before her death that she might try to revoke the 
settlement in favour of the fascist charity. 

As reinvestigating murders is something we are told 
the police are keen on, how about starting with these 
two cases. 





Off Target 


Ihe new issue of Target, the nazi publication 
Tees published in support of victims of those 

terrible folk at Searchlight, reflects the 
inadequacies, lies and sheer hypocrisy of those anti- 
democrats who attack our work. 

A prime mover in many of their unsuccessful attempts 
to shut us down or bring half-baked terror tactics to the 
homes of some of our supporters is a man whom we 
shall name “plane spotter” - a reference to his 
recreational interests rather than to the successful 
British movie, Trainspotting. How ironic that the man 
who was exposed in the full light of a court room a few 
years ago as a paid informant of this worthy journal 
should today be trying so hard to harm us. 

Not even having the guts to use a British address, he 
relies on hiding behind the mailing address in New 
Jersey, USA, of a Ku Klux Klan activist by the name of 
Andrew Jones. Perhaps he is worried that his neighbours 
in leafy Essex would not approve of his ongoing support 
for terror groups at home and abroad. 

What fools the older boneheads now running the 
British end of Blood and Honour are for allowing this 
aging crank to attend their closed “gigs” and write for 
their publications on the subjects of Oswald Mosley and 
the failed nazi group, the League of St George. 

We particularly like the reference to the convicted 
Italian terrorist Roberto Fiore coming to Britain in the 
early 1980s as a “student”. You would think plane spotter 


could at least get this right, as it was his League of St 
George that safe-housed Fiore and his criminal chums 
and even gave Fiore a job in a smokescreen firm it set up. 

Plane spotter’s past efforts have led to the targeting of 
two senior citizens, when a small explosive device was left 
outside their home. He now appears to be lining up the 
anarchist bookshop, Freedom Press Bookshop, for a hit by 
his Blood and Honour and Combat 18 pals. The shop 
suffered two attacks by Combat 18 in the early 1990s. 

Other targets of these nazis include the Socialist 
Alliance in London and Oxford, the Socialist Workers’ 
Party, the Red Triangle café in Burnley and the trade 
union, Unison. 

The new issue of League Sentinel, the League of St 
George's newsletter, shows marked similarities to Target in 
its perceived enemies. However its politics are more 
explicit, as is apparent from the publication of an in 
memoriam notice for “Adolf Hitler: We remember and give 
thanks 88”, advertisements for Blood and Honour: “We 
exist to Resist” and the magazine of the National Socialist 
Movement: “Dedicated to promoting National Socialism’. 

As we are not paying plane spotter these days, we 
hope his new paymasters realise what they are getting 
for their money — trouble. 


NF supporters convicted 
for abusing Asians 


FOURTEEN NATIONAL FRONT supporters were last 
month arrested for taunting Asians in Oldham. Not one 
was local to the town, but had travelled in from other 
parts of the country. 

Eleven were convicted in a magistrate’s court for 
behaviour likely to cause a breach of the peace. The 11 
who admitted to the offence were Paul Creasey, Paul 
Cullinan, Robert Dale, Stephen Davies, Richard Jackson, 
John Cosier, Ian Lake, Spencer Leonard, Tony Rogers, 
Richard White and Scott Windsor. Three others, including 
the NF leader Terry Blackham, Norman Tomkinson and 
Matthew Palmer, pleaded not guilty. They were bailed 
until 28 June for a pre-trial hearing. 

The magistrates heard that the group had defied a 
police order forbidding marches or demonstrations in 
the area, following the recent racial tensions which had 
been exploited by the far right. They were arrested after 
chanting abuse at Asian passers-by. 
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In November 2000 Searchlight 
exposed the fact that one of 
Britain’s main distributors of 

antisemitic material plays a leading 
role in the Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB), the largest 
representative body of small 
companies in Britain. Searchlight 
can reveal that Donald Martin is 
still representing the FSB, and says 
this antisemite must go. 


then Searchlight published revelations of 
antisemitic activist Donald Martin's 
involvement in the Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB), including serving as 
chairman of its UK policy unit and acting 
asa Spckestaan for the organisation, we believed it was 
an open and shut case. It seemed obvious that Martin’s 
activities, such as distributing the Protocols of the Elders 
of Zion and other antisemitic filth, were not fully known 
to the FSB leadership and that under the weight of the 
evidence he would be dismissed from his post. 

Indeed, a while after we published our article the FSB 
began an investigation and we were told that Searchlight 
— the source of the revelations — would be consulted in 
due course and asked to give evidence. The FSB issued a 
statement at the time which said: 

“The Executive Board has instigated an independent 
in-depth investigation into an article published by the 
magazine Searchlight. In the meantime, the Board has 
invited Martin to stand back from his activities as UK 
Policy Unit Chairman and spokesman for the FSB until 
the investigation has been completed.” 

Time passed and we heard nothing. We have since 
discovered that the findings of the inquiry, which was 
carried out by the private investigators Kroll Associates, 
were presented at a meeting of the FSB’s 32-strong 
national council on 9 and 10 May this year. Those 
present were sworn to secrecy concerning the contents 
of the report. A vote was taken on whether Martin 
should remain as chairman of the policy unit and, amid 
much acrimony from the minority who understood the 
implications of what was happening, over 20 people 
voted that he should stay. 

Obtaining a statement from the FSB on the issue was 
like trying to get blood out of a stone. The press officer 
responsible was supposedly never in when we called, 
and it was only after a Searchlight reporter telephoned 
every half hour and threatened to camp outside its 
offices that a statement eventually rolled off our fax 
machine. Signed for and on behalf of the national 
council by the FSB’s honorary national secretary, David 
Dexter, it read: 

“Following receipt of a report resulting from an 
independent in-depth investigation of an article 
(published by the magazine Searchlight), which was 
made available to a meeting of the FSB’s National 
Council on 9 and 10 May 2001, an open election for the 
position of UK Policy Chairman took place. Mr Donald 
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Searchlight July 2001 18 





The British League of Rights 


oe ( British Branch of The Crown Commonwealth League of Rights ) 


Telephone: 26 Meadow Lane, 
National: SUDBURY (0787) 76374 SUDBURY, 
International: -+- 44 787 76374 Suffolk, 


Patron 

Ait Vice-Marshat Don Bennett 
National Director 

Donald A. Martin 


Your ref. 


Our ref. BLE/JMM 


Martin was re-elected to that position, after standing 
back from that position whilst the investigation was 
being completed.” 

It seems incredible that a decision could be made by 
an organisation without ever asking the source of the 
revelations to submit evidence (as we were assured 
would happen). We have since discovered that the 
reason for this was that, holding such a senior position 
in the FSB, Martin was able to dictate the terms of the 
investigation. The investigation only looked into the 
organisations we named, not Martin personally. 
Apparently, he also did not deny selling antisemitic 
books, but simply argued that selling books for a living 
does not mean that he agrees with their contents. 


Donald Martin: recap on an 
antisemitic activist 


Martin was born in London in 1937 and, according to 
biographical details published by the FSB, studied at 
Eastbourne College and the University of Southampton. 
From 1954 to 1956 he served in the Merchant Navy 
before becoming an accountant. 

Martin first came to the attention of British anti- 
fascists in 1970 when he set up the British League of 
Rights (BLR) after he had worked for some years in 
Australia, where he became enamoured with Eric 
Butler’s Australian organisation, the League of 
Rights. His activities caused him to feature in the 
very earliest monthly editions of Searchlight in 
1975. The BLR’s early leading activists included the 
notorious antisemite, the Dowager Lady Jane 
Birdwood, (who died last year) and Air Vice- 
Marshall Don Bennett. 


What is the Federation of Small Businesses? 


The Federation of Small Businesses (FSB) is a national organisation representing small and 
medium enterprises in Britain. With a membership of some 160,000 it is the largest body of 


its kind. 


Prime Minister Tony Blair once said: “I sincerely hope that a positive dialogue will continue 


between New Labour and the FSB”. 


Formed in 1974, the FSB is recognised by the government as the main representative body of 
Britain’s small businesses. The FSB submits evidence to Parliamentary Select Committees and Back- 


ENGLAND. COl10 6TD. 


29th October, 1985 


In 1974 the BLR became the 
British Chapter of the World Anti- 
Communist League (WACL) and 
administered the WACLs then 
European regional section, the 
League for European Freedom. 
The WACL was filled with former 
Nazi collaborators, antisemites, 
Latin American death squad 
leaders and right-wing American 
congressmen. In 1984, after a 
change in the WACL leadership, the BLR was expelled for 
being too antisemitic. 

Like Butler, Martin is an advocate of Social Credit, the 
alternative economic and political system created by 
Major C H Douglas in the interwar years, which claimed 
to identify and remedy the flaws of the capitalist system. 
Initially, it singled out banks and the lending of money 
as the fundamental causes of the ills of society and the 
economy, but Douglas’s theory came to embrace rabid 
antisemitism, with Jews accused of plotting to take over 
the world. 

Martin sells Douglas’s works through Bloomfield 
Books, his mail order publishing company, along with 
more standard antisemitic, racist and Holocaust denial 
texts such as the Tsarist forgery, The Protocols of the 
Elders of Zion, The Dangerous Myth of Racial Equality by 
D Watts and the Learned Elders of the BBC by A K 
Chesterton. Martin is Britain’s largest distributor of 
antisemitic material. 

In addition to distributing antisemitic publications, 
Martin is a supporter of the conservative racist fringe 
group, Welsh, Irish, Scots and English (WISE). He also 
has close contacts with the British Housewives’ League, 
which published its newsletter, Home, from Martin’s 
address. 

In 1996 Martin returned to Australia as guest speaker 
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Bench Committees. It is a member of the Industry and Parliamentary Trust (IPT) and the Whitehall and Industry Group 
(WIG), which are independent lobbying organisations. 

The FSB offers its members advice and assistance on numerous issues from tax to criminal prosecutions and 
negotiates cheap insurance and other benefits that are useful to small businesses. Annual membership costs 
between £80 and £520, depending on the size of the business. 

The FSB maintains press and parliamentary offices at Westminster and in Glasgow, Cardiff and Belfast. It has an 
administration office in Blackpool and regional offices elsewhere in the UK. In addition to paid staff the organisation 
comprises 31 regional committees and over 200 branch committees organised on a volunteer basis. 

The FSB is affiliated to the European Small Business Alliance (ESBA), which is based in Brussels, Belgium. 

ESBA is recognised by the European Commission and the World Trade Organisation. ESBA in turn is affiliated to the 
World Association for Small and Medium Enterprises, an organisation with affiliates in 107 countries. 
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The third and final area of co-operation is in the 
The League stresses that the forces 
of international Marxism and the intermational financiers 
have es a common objective, the complete domination of the 
world into some form:of World Government. 
being worked on through the gradual centralisation of eco- 
nomic and political power. 


international field. 


piecemeal resistance * 


(Above) 
Martin 
addressing a 
meeting of 
the WACL’s 
youth 
organisation 
in Nicaragua 
in 1979 
Excerpt is 
from a BLR 
document 


(Below) 
Martin looks 
on as South 
African Ivor 
Benson 
speaks 
Excerpt is 
from 
Martin’s On 
Target July 
1997 


at the 50th anniversary celebration of New Times, the 
journal of the League of Rights. The meeting was 
attended by some of the country’s most hardline racists 
and antisemites. Alongside Martin at the top table were 
Eric Butler and Graeme Campbell, an antisemite and 
former Labour MP who became involved with Pauline 
Hanson’s Australia First party. David Irving, the 
notorious Holocaust denier, was unable to attend the 
gathering, but sent a message of apology, telling the 
audience in German: “the more your foes the greater 
your honour”. 

Martin has some interesting views on the Holocaust 
himself. He once attacked a television series on the 
destruction of European Jewry as a “massive and most 
costly psychological warfare exercise’, describing the 
Final Solution as “the Germans’ alleged ‘genocide 
policy’”. More recently, in 1999, Martin wrote an article 
in his fortnightly On Target in which he accused the 
Jews of being behind the moral decay of Western 
Christian society. 

From the earliest days of the BLR Martin has been a 
campaigner against European economic integration. He 
is currently a member of the Campaign for an 
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Independent Britain and has been a member of the 
Anti-Common Market League since the 1970s. Today he 
is amember of its national committee and publishes the 
organisation’s newsletter. Martin is also a supporter of 
the United Kingdom Independence Party. 


Donald Martin: 
The voice of small businesses 


As well as running Bloomfield Books for many years, 
Martin is also the director of Colourstrings International 
Limited, another publishing company, which was 
incorporated in 1989. 

Martin spends a considerable amount of his time 
working as a volunteer lay official and spokesman for 
the FSB, for which he receives only expenses. 
As chairman of the UK policy unit he holds the most 
senior position within the organisation. He has been 
prominent in the FSB’s work of assisting small 
businessmen with interest-free loans during the Foot 
and Mouth Disease crisis. He is also a director of the 
European Small Business Alliance (ESBA) and makes 
frequent trips to Europe in that capacity. 

Martin’s family are also involved with the FSB. 
His wife, Jane, is the secretary of the FSB’s Sudbury and 
Mid-Suffolk branch and his daughter, Pauline, is the 
branch organiser. Jane was previously the BLR’s 
administrative secretary. 

In his capacity as a spokesman for the FSB, Martin 
rubs shoulders with MPs, government officials and 
other prominent people who clearly have no idea of his 
antisemitic activities. Incredibly, for the past few years 
Martin has been a member of Chancellor Gordon 
Brown’s Business Advisory Group on European 
Monetary Union. Presumably, people representing 
other organisations that sit on this body, such as the 
Institute of Directors, the Law Society and the Trades 
Union Congress, were unaware of what was lurking in 
the chair next to them. 

The time has come for the FSB to remove Martin from 
his post. On hearing the news that Martin remains in 
place, a spokesman for the Jewish Community Security 
Trust told Searchlight: “it is astonishing and disgraceful 
that a known promoter of race hatred still retains his 
position in the FSB”. 

Searchlight is more than happy to submit evidence 
supporting our articles to the FSB. In the meantime, 
as the organisation has proven inept at keeping its own 
house in order — and we have been very patient with this 
insult to Britain’s Jewish and other minority 
communities — we are now calling on bodies that work 
with the FSB to protest until Martin is permanently 
removed from his position. 

To protest to the FSB, write to John Emmins, 
National Chairman, Federation of Small Businesses, 
2 Catherine Place, London, SW1E 6HE To protest to the 
government write to The Rt. Hon. Patricia Hewitt, DTI, 
1 Victoria Street, London SW1H OET. 

Please send copies of any letters to Searchlight, 
PO Box 1576, Ilford, IG5 ONG. 





by Gerry Gable 


T more Nazi war criminals learned at the end of 
May that the passage of time is no escape from 
justice. A Melbourne court ruled that Konrad Kalejs 
should be extradited to Latvia to face the courts in his 
homeland for his role in atrocities committed during the 
German occupation of Latvia. He is accused of being a 
concentration camp guard at Salaspils near Riga, where 
Jews and Russian prisoners of war were tortured and 
killed. And in Germany, Anton Malloth at the late age of 89 
was jailed for life for his brutal wartime murders of Jewish 
prisoners at a concentration camp in Czechoslovakia. 

After the end of the war, Kalejs, 87, lived in the USA, 
then Australia, moved to Britain and finally returned to 
Australia, where he was allowed to settle and make a 
fortune. That it took 56 years for the long arm of justice 
to catch up with him poses more questions about the 
postwar behaviour of Western governments than we are 
ever likely to get honest answers to. 

Where Nazi war criminals themselves are long dead, 
sometimes their families have taken up the criminal 
torch. A news story in the Sunday Express last month, 
which revealed that Gudrun Burwitz, née Himmler, the 
72-year-old daughter of the monster who headed the SS, 
has for several years been running Silent Help, a charity 
to help Nazi war criminals on the run, came as no 
surprise to Searchlight. 

At the beginning of the 1960s Searchlight uncovered 
links between a now dead Mosleyite officer and the 
Himmler family. The family had become regular visitors 
to Britain within a few years of the war in which their 
father had organised the Nazi death camps that took the 
lives of over ten million people in Germany and the 
occupied countries on the grounds of their race, 
religion, sexuality or disability, as well as tens of 
thousands of Hitler's political opponents. 

Strangely, the man who played host to the then young 
Gudrun and others was also a informant for Special 
Branch and some newspapers. When he left Oswald 
Mosley’s postwar British fascist organisation, Union 
Movement, he found a home in Colin Jordan's National 
Socialist Movement (NSM), an unsurprising choice 
because Jordan himself had all sorts of international 
connections with old war criminals and their heirs. 
Jordan also had an interest in a printing business in 
northwest London run by a wartime collaborator, Walter 
Purdy. Purdy had betrayed his country after his capture 
by the Germans by transmitting broadcasts similar to 
those of William Joyce, dubbed “Lord Haw Haw”. 
According to a recent book Purdy was also infiltrated 
into the maximum security prison, Colditz Castle, but 
Allied prisoners of war uncovered his role forcing the 
Gestapo to rescue him. 

Purdy and Jordan’s business took a nosedive after ex- 
servicemen made some major adjustments to the 
printing presses after they were used to produced nazi 
hate material for the NSM. 


War criminals 
then and now 





















































Jordan has always denied the connection with 
Purdy but Companies House records revealed 
Jordan’s part in the company under his full ~ 
name of John Colin Campbell Jordan. 

Searchlight’s files on the Himmler | 
connection are now lodged in the archives | 
of the Yad Vashem memorial centre in § 
Israel. They contain photographs of the 
young Gudrun on trips to Britain. 

Two years ago in Germany, Thomas Wulff, 
a regular chief steward at the annual marches | 
staged by today’s nazis in memory of Hitler's 
deputy, Rudolf Hess, joined with another 
German nazi, Michael Grewe, to raise | 
£100,000 to buy a derelict country house in the “ 
secluded hamlet of Amholz, 60 kilometres | 
southeast of Hamburg. Its renovation and % 
conversion is being funded by Silent Help with 
the intention to turn it into a training college for 
a new generation of Burwitz’s father’s disciples. 
Christian Worch, well known to Searchlight — 
readers as a one-time good friend of David | 
Irving, is also heavily involved in this project. | 

Another of Burwitz’s close associates is | 
Gertrud Herr, now in her nineties and a major | 
funder of Silent Help. Herr had funded an | 
earlier attempt to set up a training base but | 
the German authorities closed it down. | 

Among the war criminals that Silent Help | 
has aided was Malloth, who was provided — 
with false papers and put into a safe old } 
people’s home in Bavaria. Klaus Barbie was | 
another of the charity’s beneficiaries. | 

Two German anti-fascist writers, Oliver | 
Schroem and Andrea Roepke, have sensation- 
ally exposed Silent Help’s activities. In The | 
Silent Help for the Brown Kameraden Roepke, | 
who got inside the nazi operation and attended 
an SS reunion at Ulrichberg, describes the | 
reverence in which Himmler’s daughter is held — 
by the officer corps of his bloody legions. 

Another blow to the secrecy of this sinister 
organisation came from a defector. J6érg Fischer was 
recruited by the nazis at the age of 13 and witness 
the growth of a clandestine set-up of professiona 
people rather than the boneheads who hunt down — 
refugees in the streets. He was primarily involved in the | 
National Democratic Party (NPD) but observed the — 
influence wielded by the SS secret societies in Germany. — 
He claims the legal system in Bavaria is riddled with ~ 
descendants of the SS to the very top echelons. 

Fischer, now 32, has come out as a gay and as a © 
German with a keen understanding of the threat these 
people pose to the new Germany. 

In Berlin, the capital, there exists a very worrying 
silence around their activities and in Bavaria excuse 
after excuse is being produced to stop any ban being 
enacted against them. 
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National Civil Rights Movement 


National Civil 
Rights 
Movement 
conference 
in Leicester. 
(Right) Kwesi 
Menson 
from the 
Menson 
family 
campaign 


has been a dramatic increase in the number of 
racial attacks on people from ethnic minorities 
and asylum seekers, and the reemergence of the 
BNP” Suresh Grover, chair of the National Civil 
Rights Movement (NCRM), warned participants in 
its spring conference held in Leicester on 26 May. 

Commenting on the tide of refugees, asylum 
seekers and immigrants trying to enter Britain to 
escape from persecution, he said that “New 
Labour now deport more people than the Tory 
Party did,” leaving thousands in suffering and 
hardship. He added “If they deport more then we 
must ensure that they open the gates”. 

He accused the three main political parties of 
deliberately fuelling racism, which has led to an 
increase in racial attacks. The NCRM, he told the 
conference, has been overwhelmed with calls for 
help, advice and support from individuals and families 
suffering from racial violence and miscarriages of 
justice. He personally was dealing with no fewer than 
45 families campaigning for justice. 


H n the period since the Lawrence Report, “there 
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Jabez Lam, coordinator of the recently formed 
Chinese Civil Rights Action Committee, who also 
works for the Chinatown Monitoring Group, spoke 
of the Diamond Four campaign and _ the 
“indifference” which the Chinese waiters who 
were victims of racial attack were treated, and the 
shock it caused when they were arrested instead 
of the white attackers. 

He also complained of the absolutely insensitive 
attitude of Jack Straw, then the Home Secretary, 
to the tragic deaths of those 58 young Chinese 
people in a lorry on the Dover docks. Straw had 
said coldly, “I wish it to be a lesson for any others 
trying to come here illegally”. 

The attitude of the police, government and 
media, and the blatant attempt to smear Chinese 
restaurants with blame for the foot-and-mouth 
disease epidemic has brought about a “climate of 
fear among the Chinese community. But,” he 
assured the conference, “we are not prepared to 
take it any more”: the Chinese community will 
fight back. 





Blaming 
the victims 





racist persecution they suffer in their home 

ountries, find themselves still suffering from 

racial abuse and even attacks. Government policy of 

dispersing immigrants around the country, where they 

are left isolated in small towns and villages without 
support, leaves many of them in fear. 

The Roma people from countries in eastern Europe 
have long been the victims of racial persecution and 
social segregation and their persecution has escalated 
since the collapse of the communist governments. 
Among those seeking asylum here are survivors of rape 
and torture. Yet not one Roma asylum seeker has been 
granted refugee status on arrival by the Home Office. 

Europe Roma is a welfare and campaigning 
organisation established in 1999 by Roma refugees and 
their supporters. Ladislav Balaz, a founder member of 
Europe Roma, told a meeting in London’s Conway Hall 
on 21 May that the organisation has grown and they 
have been kept busy doing more and more advice work. 

“Now after nearly two years,” he said, “more and more 
judges and immigration officers are sending the Roma 
back,” because according to government policy “they 
don't have any reason to seek asylum’. But Balaz 
stressed, “This is not true”. 

When the Czech Prime Minister and Interior Minister 
met Home Office ministers they maintained that the 
“Roma exodus is just due to social and economic 
problems.” But Balaz was adamant that “the Czech 
government is lying”. The discrimination and 
segregation of the Roma people is so bad that they still 
come here even though they have to wait for months, 
even years, for vouchers, and housing. 

Dr Donald Kenrick, who is preparing a background 
paper on the situation of the Roma in eastern Europe, 
told the audience of the problems that “go back to the 
fall of communism, when prices went up and the people 
of those countries were looking for someone to blame. 
Gypsies became the target” for all the economic 
problems people were suffering, he explained. 

The word “Gypsy” goes back to the Middle Ages when 
Europeans wrongly thought that the dark-skinned 
foreigners were Egyptians. It is now known that the 
ancestors of today’s Roma left India more than 1,000 years 
ago but many still speak an Indian language, Romani. 

In eastern Europe, the word “Gypsy”, Dr Kenrick 
explained, “is used in the pejorative sense”. “Gypsy” work 
is hard, low paid, unskilled, and in the army “it is labour 
brigade work”. Widespread prejudice means that Roma 
are barred from hotels and restaurants. Applying for a job 
is even harder. Dr Kenrick said that if a Rom “goes for a 
job, once they see a brown face, there is no job”. 

Roma are easily identifiable, which makes them 
targets for discrimination, and in most eastern 
European countries they live in separate quarters in 
towns and villages. About two million live in Romania, 
where they have been the victims of a series of pogroms, 
and they are among the poorest people in Europe. 


A seekers coming to this country, fleeing from 





In the Czech Republic a Romani child is 25 times more 
likely than a white child to be sent to a school for the 
mentally handicapped. In Hungary the ratio is 15 times. 
And in Romania, up to half of all Romani children are 
excluded from schools altogether. 

Comedian Jeremy Hardy spoke about the voucher 


scheme that the government has devised to 
discriminate against asylum seekers, describing it as 
“a money-making scheme for the supermarkets” and, of 
course, “it is a way of making sure that asylum seekers 
can be identified”. 

The dispersal scheme, he continued, “is just another 
way of ensuring that asylum seekers, like the Roma, are 
easily identifiable’. The government is now “even 
sending them to Belfast, which means they will stand 
out and ensures that they will become targets” for any 
racist in that area. 

He declared that the government’s policy on detention 
is intended not to prevent refugees from running away 
but to “stop as many people coming here as possible 
and as just another form of harassment”. 

The old romantic idea that “Gypsies” just want “to 
wander around carefree” is a myth, Hardy said. In reality, 
“they were wandering around looking for work in a place 
where they could live”. Existing in poverty, deprived of 
education, and in many countries suffering from 
restrictions on the kind of work that they were allowed 
to do, the Roma just had to keep moving on. To be a 
Gypsy was to be a vagabond. 

He described the stereotype of Gypsies as being 
“similar to the Jews who for hundreds of years had to live 
in the diaspora’. 

Some speakers criticised political parties that vied 
with each other on asylum seekers to see which one 
could be the toughest. “If one party wants to lock up 
some asylum seekers,” Hardy said, “then the other one 
will want to lock up all asylum seekers.” Such policies 
only lead to “picking and choosing who is acceptable 
and who is not”. 

In this society, Hardy continued, “people are 
commodities” and are only wanted if they have some 
skill employers need. The danger of this kind of 
discrimination is that “racism comes to the fore when it 
can be turned to political advantage”. 
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North West - 


Uniting against hate 


Bev Forbes reports back on the fourth regional 
Communities combating hate seminar that took 
place in Manchester in early June. 


racial conflict in Oldham (just eight miles 
away) and one day before the general election, the 
North West seminar could not have been better timed. 

The previous night violence had culminated in a fire 
bombing of the home of a prominent Oldham 
councillor. Delegates from a variety of backgrounds 
including youth workers, housing specialists, trade 
unionists and council workers gathered to share their 
experience of fighting racism. A range of workshops 
aimed at empowering organisations were convened. 
Here's a round-up of a few of the sessions provided on 
the day. 

Delegates attending the session, A round-up on right- 
wing groups and their activities received up-to-the- 
minute information on what the extreme right was 
doing in and around the area. This included an insight 
into the various far-right strategies for provoking racial 
violence in order to boost electoral support. 

The role trade unions can play in combating racism 
on a local level was discussed in the workshop Trade 
Union Friends of Searchlight. Here, the convenor 
explained how historically the most effective anti-racist 
campaigns had always embraced trade union input. It 
looked at the ways trade unions could help support local 
anti-racist campaigns financially, for example to fund 
literature, as well as providing organising facilities and 
assistance to the victims of racism. 

In the session, Refugees the myths and the facts 
immigration and refugee advice workers looked at 
powerful media and political distortions and the ways in 
which they impact upon the lives of those seeking refuge 
from persecution in this country. Delegates were 
provided with a host of arguments with which to 
demystify commonly held perceptions regarding 
refugees. 

Working with young people — the deconstruction of 
“Race” was introduced as a new theme to the youth- 
orientated workshop that is a regular feature of SET’s 
seminars; the session focused on the historical concept 
of “race”. It looked at the role of the transatlantic slave 
trade as a vehicle to engage youth in positive dialogue 
on the causes of racism as well as providing an insight 
into current youth work practices. 

At the open forum session, Oldham: What’s really 
going on?, delegates were provided with a rather more 
authentic account of events in the area by 
representatives of Oldham United Against Racism. In 
particular, they examined the role of the police, media, 
local authority and far-right groups in providing the 
conditions for conflict. 

The success of the seminar was articulated through 
the positive feedback from those attending. 


Hi eld barely a fortnight after the explosive scenes of 
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Just take a look at the responses below: 

“T felt I was made aware of issues around ‘racism’ that I 
had not previously considered, i.e. names from history, 
the Liverpool slave trade — the ‘tools’ to use to engaged 
young people into looking at issues regarding racism.” 

‘A fuller picture of the situation in Oldham as opposed 
to media reports.” 

“Updating knowledge of current trends and patterns of 
right-wing groups.” 

“... Areal sense of where to take the work. An improved 
particular sense of what's going on and how I can make a 
difference — I feel empowered.” 











LEBANON 
Holocaust revisionist conference 


In response to the debacle at the recent attempt recently 
by the US-based Holocaust revisionist Institute for 
Historical Review to hold a conference in the Middle 
East, the Jordanian Writers’ Association (JWA) finally got 
round to staging its own event on 15 May. Organisers 
described it as “just the beginning of a series of activities 
in this regard that will hopefully culminate in a 
conference for revisionist historians in some Arab 
country”. 

The JWA conference, entitled “What happened to the 
Revisionist Historians conference in Beirut”, had twice 
been postponed at the insistence of the Jordanian 
government. 

The Lebanese journalist Hayat Atiyah told the 
conference “The new shape of Nazism is Zionism’ and 
rehashed various claims by Western revisionists that, she 
alleged, scientifically proved the gas chambers were not 
used to kill six million people. Arafat Hijazi, a Jordanian 
journalist, also said Jews had exaggerated the numbers 
killed and attacked the Arab intellectuals who had 
opposed the original conference. 


GERMANY 


Leading NPD officer arrested 


Security police raided the home of the German National 
Democratic Party officer, Horst Mahler, in Berlin on 11 June 
in connection with the “dissemination of texts with 
xenophobic and antisemitic content on the Internet”. His 
office at the NPD’s national headquarters in the suburb of 
Kdpenick was also raided, as well as the homes of the 
former leftist Reinhold Oberlecher in Hamburg and Uwe 
Meenen in Wurzburg. 

Both men had signed a joint declaration with Mahler on 
15 October last year and published it on the Internet. Police 
acted after Mahler and: his friends wrote: “People in 
possession of drugs should be summarily shot” and 
“organisations influenced by the Jewish ‘national spirit’ 
should be outlawed because they support the expulsions of 
other peoples and genocides”. 

Mahler will get no backing from the Berlin Defence 
Lawyers’ Association because it expelled him at the 
beginning of the year. 


GREECE 


Nazi charged with terrorism 

A member of the Greek nazi group Golden Dawn has 
been arrested for a grenade attack on a Turkish registered 
truck. Dimitris Koltsidas, a 36-year-old carpenter, will be 
charged with carrying out a “terrorist act”. The driver was 
asleep inside the truck at the time but was unhurt by the 
grenade. Golden Dawn has been behind a number of 
bomb attacks in recent years. It also vandalised Jewish 
monuments in Salonika and Athens in the summer of 
last year. 





POLAND 


From Rafal Pankowski in Warsaw 
Le Pen told to stay at home 


A PLANNED TRIP to Poland by the leader of the French 
fascist Front National (FN), Jean-Marie Le Pen, has been 
called off. 

For many years Le Pen has been the role model for 
leaders of the Polish extreme right and it has been a 
dream of every would-be fiihrer of the radical 
nationalist camp to host a prestigious visit by him to the 
Polish Parliament. In May the dream was almost 
fulfilled, but internationally coordinated anti-fascist 
protests and fear of trouble during his planned visit 
scuppered the trip. 

The invitation to the French fascist leader came from 
the newly formed right-wing nationalist Alternative 
Social Movement, which consists of several MPs who 
split from the ruling AWS (Electoral Action Solidarity) 
alliance. The new grouping (which also uses the label 
Ojezyzna, or Fatherland) is led by Michal Januszewski. 
His right-hand man is Tomasz Karwowski, also a 
Member of Parliament. 

Januszewski and Karwowski visited France between 
25 and 29 January and met members of de Villiers’s 
anti-EU party as well as FN members. Impressed at what 
they saw, they declared their willingness to join Euronat, 
the FN’s fascist international setup, and enthusiastically 
invited Le Pen to come to Poland in April. 

Then things started to go wrong. First the visit was 
postponed until May, then it was cancelled thanks to 
effective counteraction by the international anti-fascist 
movement. Representatives of 15 human rights and 
anti-racist organisations from 13 European countries, 
mobilised by the Polish anti-fascist Never Again 
Association, published a joint protest at Le Pen’s visit. 

“No respectable democratic political groups can 
cooperate with Le Pen’s racist and xenophobic party,” 
the joint declaration said. It also recalled how Le Pen lost 
his seat in the European Parliament after being 
convicted of punching a female rival candidate during 
his 1997 election campaign. 

The international protest made headlines and when it 
became clear that further anti-fascist protests would 
follow Le Pen’s arrival, the trip was shelved The Polish 
far-right leaders, placed in an _ unexpectedly 
embarrassing situation by the national media, threw in 
the towel. 

To put a brave face on their defeat, they then 
attempted to play down the French connection. 
Nevertheless, Le Pen’s deputy, Bruno Gollnisch, still 
arrived in Warsaw for “political talks” but his visit was 
kept exceptionally low-key. It is now more than likely 
that, after this humiliation, Le Pen himself is no longer 
keen to visit Poland. 
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FRANCE 


Esbé for SCALP-REFLEX in Paris 
May’s pretty colours turn brown 


THE FASCIST FRONT NATIONAL (FN) marched 
through the streets of Paris on 1 May under the slogan 
“For the Fatherland and Work”, in what has become an 
annual event. The FN’s main rival, Bruno Mégret’s 
Mouvement National Républicain (MNR), decided to 
give up any attempt to take over the FN’s territory on 
May Day after the miserable failure of its attempted 
motorcade last year, and had to satisfy itself with a 
meeting in the more pastoral setting of Domrémy, 
birthplace of Joan of Arc, on 13 May. 

The FN’s demonstration attracted almost 4,000 people 
who marched in pouring rain from the Louvre Museum 
to the Opéra, where they listened to the party leader, 
Jean-Marie Le Pen, make the kind of interminable 
speech that only he can make. 

This year Le Pen eschewed his usual walkabout and 
went straight to his perch on the platform opposite the 
statue of Joan of Arc, in the company of his lieutenant, 
Bruno Gollnisch, to review his troops. His star guest, 
Jacques Bompard, mayor of FN-controlled Orange, 
looked like he would rather have stayed at home. 

The ranks of the FN’s youth outfit, the Front National 
de la Jeunesse (FNJ), which headed the parade, were 
sparser than last year and those of Christian Solidarity, 
which traditionally bring up its rear, looked old and 
constipated. 

Indeed, the atmosphere around the FN has hardened 
considerably, as became clear when a man received 
serious injuries to his face and body at the hands of the 
FN’s strong-arm squad, the Département Protection 
Sécurité (DPS), which chased him onto a building site to 
“finish its work” more discreetly. The DPS then set upon 
journalists witnessing the assault and stole a 
photographer’s camera - an ironic turn of events 
considering that two years ago the soothsayers of the 
media were trumpeting the death of the extreme right. 

The DPS has become more violent and the relative 
absence of cameras has changed the ambiance. 
The uniforms too have changed. Out have gone the 
dapper blazers, replaced by more serviceable black 
bomber jackets, which can be used to conceal all 
manner of blunt instruments, and caps with the DPS 
logo. The hard men are now setting the tone. 

Also evident was a greater leniency towards the 
skinheads - at one time banned from FN 
demonstrations — who turned up in force and did not 
hesitate to give salutes for the cameras of Japanese 
tourists. The radicalisation of the FN’s May Day 
demonstration seems to mark a return to the situation 
that existed over a decade ago before the FN made its big 
election breakthroughs. 

There was little new in the closing speeches. Le Pen, as 
expected, officially announced his candidature for next 
year’s presidential election. As he has done before every 
election for the past 30 years, Le Pen prophesied that the 
ballot would be “the last chance for a French France’, 
and followed this up with a fusillade of outbursts 
against “Euro-worldism”’, “immigration” and “Jewish 
organisations”. 

More noteworthy were Le Pen’s opening remarks, 
warning workers made redundant “to be wary of the 
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activity of certain activist trade unions” and reminding 
them that companies and their shareholders are just the 
“scapegoats for the situation caused by ultra-liberal 
globalisation”. 

For the first time the more hardline elements held 
their own May Day activity. With the blessing of the city 
authorities, about 200 fascists joined the nationalist- 
revolutionary Unité Radicale and the Agir committees in 
a march from the Madeleine to the statue of Joan of Arc, 
yelling “Immigrants out!” which rapidly turned into 
“Death to immigrants”, “Europe; Youth; Revolution” and 
other bad jokes. Most were supporters of the Group 
Union Défense (GUD) heavy mob, which is closely lined 
to Unité Radicale, and boneheads from several parts of 
France, but they also included a handful of organisers 
from the nazi magazine, Militant. 

Protected by four police officers and, for the first time, 
their own stewards, the fascist hard core listened to 
speeches, by Eddy Marsan and Hervé van Laethen 
among others, on the future of the European far right. 

This year’s assertion of independence by the hard core 
is worrying because it is an indication of the growth of 
this section of the far right. In previous years the 
hardliners had to be satisfied with a junior role in the 
activities of the FN or the MNR, as in 1999 when a GUD 
contingent of about 60 marched at the back of Mégret’s 
demonstration, and last year when about 100 Unité 
Radicale supporters tailed after the FN’s march. 

May seems now to be the favourite month for 
hardcore fascist rallies. Since 1995, young fascists have 
gathered every 9 May to commemorate the death of 
Sebastien Deysieux, who fell off a roof when being 
chased by police at an anti-American demonstration, 
and Action Frangaise has renewed its commemorations 
of Joan of Arc on 13 May. 

It has been claimed that the extreme right is “dead”. 
The activism seen on May Day suggests the opposite 
and needs to be taken seriously. 








AUSTRIA 


From Karl Pfeifer in Vienna 


Journalists to face jail under 
Justice Minister’s plans 


AUSTRIAN JOURNALISTS could face prison terms of up 
to six months for quoting documents from pre-trial legal 
inquiries, if the Austrian parliament passes a new law 
proposed by Dieter Béhmdorfer, the right-wing 
Freedom Party (FPO) Justice Minister in the Austrian 
People’s Party FPO coalition government. 

The Vienna news magazine Falter reported in May 
that lawyers and defendants who pass documents to 
journalists could also be penalised if “the justified 
interests of third parties” were violated. Austria already 
has legislation to deal with such “offences”, but they are 
only punishable by fines of up to £150,000. Under the 
new law, the penalty could include a prison sentence. 

In early May proceedings commenced under the 
existing law against the opposition Green MP Peter Pilz 
and journalists who reported his remarks at a press 
conference last October, when he commented on the 
result of a disciplinary inquiry against a police officer 
who is also an FPO public office holder. 

The Austrian Journalists Union condemned the 
action, describing the case as “an attack on press 
freedom” and demanding Bohmdorfer’s resignation. 
The union claimed the planned new law would prevent 
news coverage of “sensitive issues” that were under legal 
investigation. 

Boéhmdorfer’s relations with the press have been 
uneasy for several years. Before joining the government 
last year, he had acted as lawyer to the FPO and its then 
leader, Jorg Haider, for more than a decade and had 
represented them in countless court cases against the 
more critical sections of the media. 

Haider recently failed in his legal action against the 
respected Siiddeutsche Zeitung’s magazine over a quiz it 
published last December, which listed a series of 
quotations and asked readers to attribute them to either 
Herr Haider or Herr Hitler. 

During a court session in Vienna on 12 December 
Haider vehemently denied using some of the words 
attributed to him but, in April, the paper hit back by 
publishing verbatim texts. The magazine also said it had 
video recordings proving that Haider had made the 
incriminating statements. 

The normally litigious Haider dropped the case. He will 
now have to pay the costs of his case and the newspaper's 
legal fees. Haider's lawyer said the Austrian courts now 
seem to tolerate “far reaching attacks on a person's 
honour and more of them than previously.” 

Haider has already unsuccessfully contested two 
similar cases this year. Hans Rauscher, a journalist who 
accused him in the Vienna daily Der Standard of using 
Nazi slogans, was vindicated by a court at the beginning 
of May. A month earlier a court also decided in favour of 
Professor Anton Pelinka, who had accused Haider of 
playing down the crimes of National Socialism. 

The independent Austrian courts have now shown 
beyond any doubt that Haider, who led the FPO to a 
place in government last year, has indeed praised the 
National Socialist regime on several occasions in the 
past. He also used antisemitic language during the 
Viennese election campaign earlier this year. 


DENMARK 


From Rasmus Juel in Copenhagen 
Courts give no comfort to far right 


THERE WAS JUBILATION in Ngrresundby, a tiny village in 
northern Denmark, when a court threw the Danish National 
Socialist Movement (DNSB) out of the “bunker” it had 
established there at a house left to it in the will of Gunnar 
Gram, an elderly sympathiser who died three years ago. 
Local people had engaged in a campaign to rid the village of 
nazis, staging over 800 daily protests outside the building. 

In the end, the nazis lost possession of the house because 
Gram’s will was held to be invalid. The reason was that one 
of the beneficiaries, Esben Rohde Kristensen, former editor 
of the party newspaper, was also one of the witnesses. 

In court, Kristensen tried to distance himself from the 
DNSB, claiming to have left the group in favour of its nazi rival, 
the Blood and Honour network. This claim, which is doubted 
by anti-fascist researchers in Denmark, had no effect on the 
ruling, which upheld an earlier decision by a lower court. 

Jonni Hansen, the pocket flihrer of the minuscule DNSB, 
was unable help his small band of followers to clear out the 
Norresundby house as he is still serving a jail sentence for 
ramming his car into a group of anti-fascist activists in 
December 1999. 

This was the latest of a series of court appearances for the 
Danish far right. Other cases have involved the far-right 
populist Danish People’s Party (DFP) and the smaller, rabidly 
racist Danish Forum (DF), which calls for apartheid. The DFP 
has enjoyed electoral success under the leadership of Pia 
Kjeersgaard, a former Progress Party member who used to 
court the World Anti-Communist League. 

In summer 1999, a group of DF activists were thrown out 
of the media-conscious DFR which was afraid its standing 
would be tarnished by the presence of these extremists. 
DF members then sued three DFP MPs for libel. The court 
ruled in favour of the DF in February but did not fine the 
MPs on the grounds that their comments were within the 
freedom of speech guaranteed for politicians under the 
European Human Rights Declaration. 

The DF also sued René Karpantschof, an historian, who 
had described the DF as “cultural racists” and “a racist 
association” which had “cooperated with the nazis” and 
whose members “denied the Jewish Holocaust”. The court 
found these statements to be fair comment. 

The DFP recently took the writer, Jan Sonnergaard, to the 
Press Complaints Commission over statements in an 
interview by the daily Politiken in February. Asked if he 
thought that immigrants were a threat to Denmark’s culture, 
he replied that people like Mogens Camre and Kjeersgaard 
from the DFP were a bigger threat and that their antics 
seriously damaged Denmark’s international standing. 

The Commission found no fault in these statements, 
especially as Camre and Kjeersgaard themselves often use 
inflammatory rhetoric. A recent example is The Future of 
Denmark, an anti-immigration book published by the party in 
May. The writer, journalist Ulla Dahlerup, has been accused 
of lying to people she interviewed by claiming she was 
working on an official investigation for the Danish parliament, 
and of twisting facts and statements to fit her own prejudices. 

A number of those interviewed have complained bitterly 
in the press and some are considering pressing charges 
against Dahlerup and the DFP The party and its youth wing 
are also facing a string of complaints over other propaganda 
material and speeches. 
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for many years the favourite of Giorgio Almirante, the 
die-hard nazi-fascist leader of the Movimento Sociale 
Italiano (MSI), the movement born from the ashes of 
Mussolini’s Salo Republic, one of the darkest chapters in 
Italian history. Mussolini formed the puppet state in 






























































A FORMER SOLDIER of Benito Mussolini’s nazi-fascist 


Berlusconi's 
new Italy Salo Republic has become a minister in Silvio 
Berlusconi’s government in Italy, in which members of 
the neo-fascist National Alliance and the xenophobic 
Northern League have taken key posts after the right’s 
recent election victory. 

In the most right-wing coalition since 1946, when 
defeated Italy set up its first postwar government, the 
television tycoon is flanked by the descendants of the 
dictator’s Blackshirts and ministers who have been 
closely associated with the resurgence of fascism, racist 
policies or religious fundamentalism. 

Should Berlusconi be forced to resign through the 
unresolved conflict of interest arising from his 
ownership of media interests or through court actions in 
Italy and Spain pursuing a string of shady financial 
dealings, the likelihood is that Italy would find itself with 
Gianfranco Fini, the leader of the National Alliance, as 
Prime Minister. 

Fini has been confirmed as deputy premier and is 
therefore the virtual prime minister in waiting. He was 





1943 when, rescued by the Germans, he came under the 
direct control of Adolf Hitler. The headquarters were in 
Salo, northern Italy, which was in fact German territory. 
Soldiers of the Salo Republic were among the staunchest 
supporters of nazi-fascism. Their task was to slaughter 
Italian partisans who were by then fighting in a bitter 
civil war to weaken the German Army and the Italian 
Blackshirts in order to help the Allied forces, which were 
slowly moving north to liberate the country. 

The elevation to the role of minister in Berlusconi’s 
team of Mirko Tremaglia, 75, described as a Salo 
Republic military who never sought to distance himself 
from his past, has provided the clearest indication of the 
degree of encouragement the newly formed government 
intends to give to the neo-fascists throughout Italy and 
the world. Tremaglia’s main task will be to look after the 
interests of the many millions of Italians living abroad 
and may seek to revamp Mussolini’s cherished ambition 
of the “two Italys’, one within the border and one 
abroad, acting in unison to form an internationalist 
fascist vanguard. 

The presence of Tremaglia and of so many Cabinet 
ministers directly associated with fascism or 
neo-fascism, although widely expected after the 
election result, has outraged a number of Italian 
commentators. The list of ministers reads like a who’s 
who of the neo-fascist or xenophobic tendencies. 
The Communication Minister, Maurizio Gasparri, was 
the national president of both the neo-fascist Fronte 
della Gioventt, or Youth Front, and Fuan-Destra 
Universitaria and joined the MSI when Fini became its 
leader in 1988. The Environment Minister is Altero 
Matteoli, who was also regional leader of the MSI. 
The Agriculture Minister, Giovanni Alemanno, was a 
member of the MSI and secretary of the Youth Front. 
The minister in charge of devolution and social change 
is none other than Umberto Bossi of the xenophobic 
Lega Nord, the once separatist movement that over the 
years has done so much to ignite racist sentiments first 
against southern Italians and then against immigrants 
as whole. 

Berlusconi may or may not have received direct 
advice from Henry Kissinger, who visited him while he 
was working on the formation of the new government, 
but there is little doubt that Italy has moved as close at it 
possibly could to the kind of supervised banana 
republic the American administration actively sought to 
promote during the years of the Cold War, starting with 
the Greek coup d’état of 1967 and pursued with the 
subsequent attempts at coup d’état in Italy itself. These 
were piloted by whoever was behind Gladio and the P2 
Masonic Lodge. References to “Berluskoni l’amerikano’, 
spelt with a “k’” in place of the “c”, have appeared in the 
Italian press, as has the term “biduista’ applied to the 
current government and taken as an allusion to the P2, 
the so-called “government within the government” that 





was headed by Licio Gelli and listed the premier among 
its members. 

After the failure of the sanctions policy against 
Austria that was briefly adopted when Jorg Haider's 
far-right Freedom Party was included in the 
government, the countries of Europe have so far 
refrained from taking similar action against Italy. 
Berlusconi himself is basking in glory congratulated 
among others by the British Prime Minister, Tony Blair, 
who was happy warmly to pump the hand of the media 
magnate at the recent Nato gathering in Brussels that 
preceded the EU summit in Gothenburg. After all, Blair 
was the first on the phone to congratulate Berlusconi 
on his election. This was in spite of the dozens of 
warnings echoed in the world press that detailed 
Berlusconi's alleged crimes and considered him unfit to 
run the country in view of the neo-fascist and 
xenophobic company he keeps. 

In the meantime the first signs of the encouragement 
received by the extreme right in Italy as a result of the 
turn of events are all too apparent. Youths in uniform 
have appeared in Predappio, Mussolini’s birthplace, in 
what appears to be a thinly disguised army of 
supporters or would-be militia. The members of this 
group, called the Association of the Duce’s Guards, act as 
sentinels at Mussolini’s tomb and take turns to stand to 
honour the dictator’s statue. The neo-fascist Forza 
Nuova (FN) has also staged ceremonies to pay homage 
to soldiers of the Salo Republic who were killed by 
partisans. 

According to reports in Italian newspapers, about a 
dozen members of the FN are taking part in study 
groups in Britain together with members of the German 
National Democratic Party (NPD) youth section, 
Spanish falangistas and other extreme right-wing 
movements. Led by 24-year-old Marco Gladi, the FN 
Organiser for the Falconara-Ancora area, a delegation of 
FN students will gather with their European 
counterparts to exchange experiences and views, and 
take courses in philosophy, geopolitics and history. 
Some members of the FN will then work in various 
countries. Some will go to Ireland to train with the anti- 
abortion organisation, Youth Defence. 

Gladi quickly settled himself in as a receptionist at the 
London Office of Fiore’s company, Meeting Point, in an 
Earl’s Court building shared with two sections of the 
Metropolitan Police. He is reported to be staying at 
Siddons House on Harrow Road, another Fiore 
enterprise. 

Such international seminars have taken place before 
at one of Fiore’s language schools in London's 
Westminster Bridge Road, within spitting distance of 
Parliament and the headquarters of both MI5 and MI6. 

The EN’s existing links with the new fascist front, the 
International Anti-Abortion Movement (see Searchlight, 
June 2001) will become even more advanced as Gladi 
travels on to both Spain and the Irish Republic to 
complete his studies before returning to Italy. 

One of the main points of the FN’s manifesto, namely 
the abolition of abortion laws, supported by state 
funded pro-life policies in line with the Catholic 
Church’s recommendations, has already been taken up 
by Berlusconi’s minister in charge of European 
community relations, who said he is considering giving 
£300 a month to women who renounce abortion. 

In the nearly all male list of 25 ministers only two 
women have been given portfolios. In contrast, in his 
inaugural speech, the president of the new Chamber of 
Deputies invoked the help of the Holy Virgin. 


NORWAY 


From Sven Johansen in Oslo 


Nazi groups hampered by 
convictions of leading members 





THE LEADER of the nazi goon squad, the Bootboys, has lost 
his appeal against his conviction for attempted murder. 
A higher court rejected Terje Sjglie’s plea of self defence 
and instead added six months to the three-year sentence 
he received for firing four rounds into the upper body of his 
arch enemy, the equally notorious nazi Eirik Solheim. 

Sjglie is already serving the sentence of two years and 
ten months he received in March after he and Werner Holm 
were convicted for the armed robbery of Halden Sparebank 
in October last year. 

So many Norwegian nazis are currently in prison or 
awaiting trial that the Norwegian nazi movement can no 
longer function properly. 

The infamous nazi thugs, Ole Nicolai Kvisler and Joe 
Erling Jahr, have been detained awaiting trial for the brutal 
murder of 15-year-old Benjamin Hermansen, who was 
knifed to death on 27 January simply because of the colour 
of his skin. Kvisler and Jahr, together with Veronica 
Andreassen and Erik Lauritsen, have also been charged 
with stabbing a young immigrant in Oslo last December. 
True to form, Andreassen and Kvisler have ratted on Jahr, 
accusing him of being the main instigator in the murder. 
Lauritsen is currently serving an eight-month sentence for 
burning down two kebab restaurants in Oslo two years ago. 

In Stavanger, seven nazis have been convicted for stabbing 
two African men last March. The main defendant, Tommy 
Olsen from Kristiansand, received a 14-month sentence. The 
others, who include the well known thugs Mikkel Vetvik and 
Kim Hugo Hansen, received between 30 and 90 days in jail. 
Vetvik and Hansen are also awaiting trial on charges of 
assaulting a young African man on New Year’s Eve. 

In Bergen, Ingolf Arnulf @vretveit has been released, 
pending trial, after several months in custody. He is charged 
with the armed robbery of a taxi driver, illegally possessing 
firearms, making threats and pouring a can of petrol into 
the entrance of a left-wing bookstore in an arson attempt. 

Meanwhile, in Oslo, Dag “Dagga” Ludvig Mgystad Sandby 
and Daniel de Linde were: arrested and remanded in 
custody on 20 March, charged with blowing up a BMW car 
with dynamite. Both are linked with the Bootboys group, 
which claimed responsibility for the bombing. 

De Linde has been a known nazi thug for several years. 
Last year, he was sentenced to 14 months in prison for 
illegally possessing a weapon, shooting at a car and 
shooting at a gathering of people in Oslo city centre, hitting 
a woman in the leg. 

In Hokksund, the police hit Tore Wilhelm Tvedt, leader of 
the nazi group “Vigrid”, and the hate merchant Ole 
Krogstad, by confiscating over 30,000 white power CDs 
and £40,000 in cash, the largest stockpile of hate 
propaganda and funds ever seized in Scandinavia. 

In Oslo, another Bootboys thug, Tom André Larsen, is 
facing charges after threatening a pub owner with a pistol. 
Larsen was released earlier this year after serving a 
sentence for various petty crimes. 

With all these members in prison, nobody can accuse the 
Bootboys of not showing foresight when they launched their 
prisoners’ aid organisation, Gleipne. In just a year, however, 
they have only managed to collect less than £18 in support 
of their imprisoned playmates. 
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During the wave of nazi terrorism that hit Sweden in 
1999, Vesterlund’s name appeared in connection with 
several incidents. He was a close associate of the three 
nazis eventually convicted for the murder of the trade 
unionist Bjorn S6derberg. 

Sdderberg and Vesterlund were both employees at an 
office warehouse in Stockholm when Séderberg blew the 
whistle on what he considered an attempt at nazi 
infiltration of the trade union movement. As a result 
Vesterlund was sacked. A few weeks later, three nazis 
attacked Séderberg at his home, gunning him down with 
several bullets to the head and back. Vesterlund was a 
suspect in the police investigation, but was not charged 
because none of his fellow nazis implicated him. 

At the time of Séderberg’s murder, the same nazi gang 
were chief suspects in the car bombing in Stockholm of 
the anti-fascist journalist Peter Karlsson and his eight- 
year-old son, who were both injured in the explosion. 

Later, when three other nazis were brought to trial and 
convicted of the execution-style murder of two police 
officers in the village of Malexander, following a botched 
bank robbery, evidence revealed that one of the nazis 
had Vesterlund’s name and number in his address book. 
But again Vesterlund remained untouched. 

What eventually brought him down was an edition of 
Info-14 that paid tribute to the Malexander killers and 
the Stockholm car bombers. The cover of the magazine’s 
“Fight Supplement” featured a drawing of a masked nazi 
bending over two murdered police officers. The 
headline was “Justice”? and the accompanying text 
claimed that the murder of two police officers was a just 
revenge for the accidental killing of a skinhead several 
years ago. 

Elsewhere the magazine slandered Karlsson and 
published his picture. A further article focused on 
another police officer, Sten Axelsson, nicknamed the 
Sheriff, who has a reputation for dealing swiftly with 
nazis in his local community. Axelsson was also pictured 
and the article urged nazi militants to deal with the 
“problem”. 

Following a lengthy trial, the court ruled that the 
Axelsson article was an incitement to violence against 
police officers, while the cover story was an incitement 
to terrorism against the police and immigrants alike. 
Vesterlund has also been charged with possession of 
weapons and steroids, but these matters will be the 
subject of a-further trial. 
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From Stieg Larsson in Stockholm 
Key nazi jailed for inciting 
terrorism 


A STOCKHOLM COURT has sentenced a leading nazi 
“anti-Antifa” activist to 18 months in prison for 
promoting terrorism in his magazine, Info-14. 

Robert Vesterlund, pictured above, began his career as 
a youth leader in the fascist Sweden Democrat party in 
the early 1990s and graduated to terrorism when he and 
three fellow skinheads were arrested with a live 
handgrenade at a May Day rally in 1993 at which the 
main speaker was the Left Party leader Gudrun 
Schyman. Until now he remained almost immune from 
prosecution despite involvement in a number of violent 
incidents for which others have taken the blame. 

In 1996, Vesterlund’s Info-14 promoted a prolonged 
campaign of violence and harassment against the 
printers and distributors of Searchlight’s Swedish sister 
magazine, Expo. The campaign backfired because Expo 
gained massive support from the mainstream media 
and 800,000 copies of a special edition were distributed 
throughout Sweden. 
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GERMANY 


From Tammy Wild in Berlin 


Secret service funds helped 
build NPD 


JUST FOUR WEEKS after the Thuringer Allgemeine Zeitung 
exposed Tino Brandt, press officer and deputy chairman of 
the nazi German National Democratic Party (NPD) in 
Thuringen, as a long-term state informer, the 
Verfassungsschutz internal security service in the region has 
crumpled and the regional parliament is debating its 
possible dissolution. 

It has emerged that not only did Brandt receive more 
than £32,000 for his services — money that on his own 
admission he put into the nazi movement — but at least two 
other top nazis have been cashing in for years as informers. 
One of them, it appears, is a leading activist of the recently 
outlawed nazi skinhead organisation, Blood and Honour, 
who was warned in advance of the ban by his 
Verfassungsschutz controllers. 

The way in which the Verfassungsschutz handles 
informers first made regional headlines over a year ago 
when it was revealed that a notorious nazi, Thomas Dienel, 
had been working as an informer for several years and had 
admitted being paid over £8,000, which he used for the 
production of hate propaganda. The resulting scandal 
prompted the departure of the head of the regional 
Verfassungsschutz, Helmut Roewer, who was already under 
public pressure for playing down the nazi threat and 
targeting anti-fascists. The report of an official investigation 
into Roewer’s practices was never published. 

Roewer’s replacement, Thomas Sippel, who transferred 
from the federal internal security service, took office last 
November with a pledge, echoed by the regional Interior 
Minister Christian Kockert, that there would be no repeat of 
the Dienel case, in a bid to avoid the impression that nazi 
structures were being led by the state. 

The Thuringer Allgemeine Zeitung reminded its readers of 
this promise when it published sensational pictures of a 
meeting between Brandt, whose cover name was Otto, and 
his Verfassungsschutz handler in Coburg on 3 May and 
proved that such meetings had taken place regularly. 

Brandt was no small fish. He was one of the NPD’s most 
high profile activists and, until he was fired, had been an 
employee of Peter Dehoust’s nazi Nation und Europa 
magazine in Coburg. Originating from the 
Rudolstadt/Saalfeld area, he joined the fascist scene while 
still at school. His mentor was Frank Schwerdt, a veteran 
nazi talent spotter and NPD executive committee member. 
Busy in the “anti-Antifa” opposition to anti-fascism, by 
1999 Brandt had become one of the driving forces of the 
Freie Kameradschaften’s takeover of the NPD in Thuringen. 

At the same time, he was instrumental in forging links 
with extreme conservative forces, including the Jenensia 
student fraternity, in which top Christian Democrats sit 
alongside nazis such as Thilo Kappke. Brandt organised and 
provided security for joint meetings with Jenensia. 

When anti-fascist groups exposed these connections, the 
Verfassungsschutz was forced to concede that 26-year-old 
Brandt had been one of its informants for several years but 
remained silent on whether the collaboration had started in 
1994 or 1997. All that was acknowledged was that contact 
had broken down for a short period when Brandt was 
elected NPD deputy leader in ThUringen at the beginning of 
last year. The Verfassungsschutz now maintains that the 








publicised meeting in Coburg — one of at least seven such 
meetings — took place only as a “follow up” after contact 
broke down. 

Brandt’s reaction to his exposure was brazen. Summoned 
to a meeting of the NPD leadership in Berlin, he denied the 
accusations and launched libel proceedings against the 
Thuringer Allgemeine Zeitung. The paper then revealed how 
much Brandt had been paid and the fact as many as four 
others were living a double life on the nazi scene. By the 
time of Roewer’s dismissal, it had emerged that one of 
them was Jorg Krautheim, a leader of the Gera 
Kameradschaft. 

But the damage had already been done. With the help of 
public funds the NPD had transformed itself from “a back 
room full of old men” into a dynamic organisation capable 
of attracting recruits from the surrounding right-wing youth 
subculture. The takeover of the party by the Freie 
Kameradschaften and Schwerdt’s assumption of the NPD 
leadership in Thuringen were logical consequences of this 
process. It was no accident that three seminars of the - 
hardcore nazi National Revolutionary Platform faction within 
the NPD took place in Thuringen. 

Given the length of time that the Verfassungsschutz 
informers were active and the amount of cash thrown at 
them, it is no exaggeration to say that the internal security 
service made a_ substantial contribution to the 
strengthening of nazi structures in ThUringen. 

The Brandt case is an object lesson in how relations 
between informers and their handlers can overstep the 
frontiers of acceptability. In secret service terms it is nothing 
new. Carsten Sczcepanski was able to function for six years 
in Brandenburg as a key figure in international militant nazi 
circles with the financial assistance of his controllers. 

Last autumn and again this spring, KOckert emphasised 
that his big task was to “establish above all the sources of 
finance for extremist organisations”. For at least one of 
these sources, he need look no further than his own 
regional internal security service. 
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BELGIUM 


By Wim Haelsterman, for 
AFF/Résistances, Brussels 


SS veterans’ organisation to be 
investigated 


BELGIUM’S JUSTICE MINISTER has ordered an investigation 
of events at a meeting of former members of the Flemish 
division of the Waffen SS. The gathering of the Sint 
Maartensfonds (SMF) in May led to the resignation of Johan 
Sauwens, the Interior Minister of Flanders, when a 
newspaper revealed his presence there. 

The investigation, to be carried out by the Antwerp 
prosecution authorities, will look at whether anti-racist and 
anti-revisionist legislation was violated. The Justice Minister 
also voiced concern at the presence of uniformed members 
of the illegal Viaamse Militanten Orde (VMO). 

Prime Minister Guy Verhofstadt has also expressed his 
worries, pointing out: “We’ve been far too lax towards 
revisionism, right-wing extremism, racism and such like, and 
urging drastic measures against these phenomena. 

The revelation by the Flemish newspaper De Morgen of 
Sauwens’s attendance at the SMF meeting near Antwerp 
led to a scandal. Sauwens, a member of the moderate 
Flemish nationalist Volksunie and a respected politician 
with a progressive reputation, tried to assuage critics by 
claiming he was “misled” and “badly informed” about the 
purpose of the meeting. He also declared that he left the 
event when the nature of the meeting became clear and 
denied that he had ever been a member of the SMF. 

The day before his resignation, however, it was revealed that 
Sauwens had spent more than two hours at the meeting, had 
joined in the singing of the old German soldiers’ song Ich hatte 
einen Kameraden and, contrary to his claims, had been an 
SMF member for the past 25 years. 

The SMF “veterans’ party” on 6 May was also attended 
by members of far-right and nazi groups including Voorpost, 
the Viaams-Nationaal Jeugdverbond and the VMO, an illegal 
private army that has maintained a clandestine existence 
ever since being outlawed in the early 1980s. 

At least one Viaams Blok (VB) MP Francis Van den Eynde 
from Gent, was also present. Van den Eynde also 
represents the VB on Gent city council, where all the other 
parties demanded his immediate dismissal after the news 
broke. Van den Eynde, marshalling all his usual subtlety, 
told everyone interested to “f*** off”, which suggests that 
he is unlikely to resign from the city council. 

Others present included Xavier Buisseret and Roeland 
Raes, two of the VB’s most infamous “has-beens”. 
Buisseret, a former VMO thug, lost his parliamentary 
mandate two years ago after being convicted of an indecent 
assault, while Raes got into trouble because of revisionist 
statements he made on Dutch television. Until then, he had 
been vice president of the party 

Founded in the 1950s, the SMF readily attracts 
contemporary far-right support. Its goal was, and remains, to 
unite the former Flemish volunteers who joined Hitler's army 
to fight on the eastern front. For the past 50 years, the 
organisation has provided moral and financial support to 
victims of so-called “anti-Nazi repression”. 

Today, it has sections all over Flanders, a sister organisation 
in Wallonia called “les Bourguignons” (the Burgundians) and a 
section in Argentina, where many Flemish collaborators fled 
after the war ended, some to escape justice, others after they 
had served their time in prison. 
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The first attempt to create an eastern front veterans’ 
organisation came in 1950 with the Vlaams Verbond der 
Oud-Oostfrontstrijders (Flemish Federation of Veterans of 
the Eastern Front). It collapsed under heavy pressure from 
the Belgian authorities which moved quickly to outlaw it. 

Two years later the SMF was more successful, despite the 
massive protests of the left-wing parties, the communists 
and patriotic associations. Despite the taboo on national 
socialism, the sometimes violent opposition of the left and 
problems with state security in postwar Belgium, the SMF 
remained by far the biggest Flemish far-right group for 
several decades. 

During the war as many as 20,000 volunteers joined the 
Flemish Legion of the Waffen SS. A quarter of them failed 
to survive the anti-communist adventure organised by 
Flemish collaborationist groups with the support of the 
Roman Catholic church, which had urged youngsters to join 
the SS to fight “the evil communists”. Despite the 
important role played by various members of the “lower 
clergy” in the recruitment of young Flemish volunteers for 
this insanity, the Catholic church has never apologised. 

After the military defeat of the Nazis on the eastern front, 
most of the volunteers returned to face prison sentences of 
five years or more and lost their civil and political rights. 

Because of its manifestly far-right nature, the SMF has 
never shown the slightest regret or remorse. 

During its glory days, the SMF had more than 5,000 
members. Today, there are only 1,700. At the end of the 
1970s, its most militant, hardline members left and 
created their own association called Hertog Jan van Brabant 
(HJvB), which was even more nazi than the SMF. The HJvB 
never attracted more than a couple of hundred nazi 
veterans but nevertheless played a significant role in 
spreading revisionist ideas and literature in Flanders. 

To boost its numbers, the HJvB’s leaders set up a youth 
section in the mid-1980s. The leaders of both the HJvB and 
its youth section were active members of the VB. Because 
its membership was declining rapidly due to age, the 
hardliners of the HJvB were fully reintegrated in the SMF a 
couple of years ago. 

The SMF’s relations with the wider Flemish nationalist 
movement have varied. Until the late 1960s, it was 
unofficially represented by the Volksunie but was unable to 
manipulate or to dominate the party because most of its 
members had no political rights. The SMF’s importance in 
the party diminished as younger politicians took over and 
adopted a more progressive policy. 

The VB stepped into the void but has not significantly 
benefited from Sauwens’s discomfiture. Commenting on 
Sauwens’s dismissal, Filip Dewinter, the leader of the VB, 
complained loudly about the “politically correct mafia” that 
had forced Sauwens to resign. Dewinter even said there 
was nothing wrong with a minister attending a meeting of 
old Waffen SS members. 

Dewinter’s statements infuriated the Flemish Prime 
Minister, Patrick Dewael, who commented about Dewinter: 
“Whenever | see you, | see fascism in its purest form”. 

The VB has defended Sauwens’s SMF links but managed 
to damage his case considerably by allowing journalists to 
see a video showing Sauwens at the meeting, shaking 
hands with a lot of people and cheerfully singing along with 
the “old comrades”. 

Sauwens has been replaced as Interior Minister by the 
highly respected Paul Van Grembergen, the 63-year-old 
mayor of Evergem, a small town near Gent. Van 
Grembergen was a federal MP for 17 years, a senator for 
three years and a Flemish MP for six. He served as 
president of the Volksunie group in the Flemish regional 
parliament. 





HUNGARY 


From Karl Pfeifer in Budapest 
Antisemitism thrives 


QUOTING HEGELS famous statement that “all great 
events and personalities in world history reappear in 
one fashion or another’, Karl Marx said: “He forgot to 
add, the first time as tragedy, the second as farce”. 

Antisemitism was fostered in Hungary before 1945 by 
identifying Jewish bankers, industrialists and 
businessmen as the main causes of the country’s 
economic ills. It was a convenient tool used not only to 
channel mass discontent but also to deflect attention 
from the deep inequalities of a semi-feudal regime. 

Today the political stresses and economic dislocation 
engendered by the restructuring of Hungarian society 
after 1989 have facilitated the revival of antisemitism as 
an instrument of domestic politics. The Hungarian 
government is spending millions of pounds to improve 
the country’s image abroad. While the government is not 
held responsible, in various international reports on 
Hungary’s political state of health, for the resurrection of 
political antisemitism, it tolerates a strong antisemitic 
and anti-Roma bias in its publicly financed 
broadcasting system. 

Antisemitic exploitation of alleged links between 
Jews and communism is deeply rooted in Hungary. 
One source of this bigotry stems from the differing 
perceptions of Jews and anti-communist non-Jews 
about the military and political consequences of the 
defeat of Nazism. While it was natural for Jews who 
survived, and for anti-Nazi non-Jews, to look upon the 
Red Army as liberators from the long nightmare of 
Nazism, many Hungarians viewed the Soviet forces as 
conquerors. 

Antisemites exploit the alleged communist-Jewish 
link and the general Western liberal orientation of some 
Jewish intellectuals through statements about “aliens” 
controlling the media and playing a disproportionately 
prominent role in academia and the professions in 
Budapest — a clear reference to Jews. 

These hints are sometimes subtly, sometimes 
openly, interwoven with discussions of the issues 
troubling post-communist society. The anger of people 
suffering the ravages of unemployment, inflation and 
general impoverishment is deployed to blame Jews 
for both the current and the past ills of the country, and 
. to create a situation in which anti-Jewish incitement in 
the right-wing press and the public broadcasting 
authority have become reminiscent of the prewar 
Horthy period. 

The government’s apparent reluctance to take 
effective countermeasures to safeguard Hungary’s 
fragile democracy is often explained by its commitment 
to the protection of civil liberties for all. Indeed, during 
a public debate about Holocaust denial a leading Jewish 
liberal argued naively that only incitement to physical 
violence should be indictable. 

Antisemitic propaganda was rampant in Hungary 
between 1920 and 1944 but did not usually lead to 
physical violence. Nevertheless, in spring 1944, it was 
the accumulated effect of this incitement that made it 
possible for the Hungarian authorities to fulfil German 
demands by rounding up 600,000 Jews for deportation 
within a six-week period. 


The current right-wing government and the extreme 
right-wing Hungarian Life and Justice Party (MIEP), led 
by the former writer Istvan Csurka, regard themselves as 
“Christian-national”, a term that before 1945 signified 
“non-Jewish”. This is still how Hungarian right-wing 
parties and movements identify themselves today, even 
though only 60,000 to 70,000 Jews live in Hungary, most 
of whom have no connection with Jewish communities. 

The MIEP systematically exploits antisemitism and 
anti-Roma sentiment as a powerful psychological 
and political weapon in the pursuit of its political 
objectives. So does Hungary’s leading extreme 
right-wing mouthpiece, the 56-year-old journalist 
Istvan Lovas, who specialises in provocative articles 
on Jewish themes and then sues those who dare to call 
him an antisemite. 

Lovas, an adviser to the director of Hungarian 
television (MTV) and a teacher at its journalists’ school, 
attempted in an article published in 1999, under 
the bizarre title “Comparative Blood-Algebra and the 
Holocaust’, to belittle the magnitude of Jewish losses. 

Lovas's writings, published by the weekly Demokrata, 
which is close to the MIEP, and the government daily 
Magyar Nemzet, are obligatory reading at the Péter 
Pazmany Catholic university. He is a regular contributor 
to Vasarnapi Ujsag, a Sunday morning radio programme 
in which “Christian-national” bigotry, chauvinism and 
antisemitism takes to the airwaves. This happens to be 
the favourite programme of Hungary’s Prime Minister, 
Victor Orban. Lovas is also the director of the 
Foundation for the Victims of Communism and has 
claimed that he himself is such a victim. 

Now, however, his real past has caught up with him, 
following the recent publication of several articles in the 
highly respectable weekly Elet és Irodalom, which have 
revealed that Lovas was convicted in Budapest in 1962 of 
being an accomplice in rape and theft and for receiving 
stolen goods. Several years later, he participated in the 
formation of a “Christian” party and was jailed. Very 
shortly after his release, he was granted a full passport 
and fled to Canada. 

His character was thoroughly revealed in a statement 
by his ex-wife to a Los Angeles court during divorce 
proceedings: “My husband regularly beat and raped 
me... He also threatened to kill me or to cause me to 
commit suicide...” Under a court restraining order, 
Lovas is banned from going within 100 yards of his 
divorced wife, has to tell her one week in advance when 
he wants to see his children and for safety reasons can 
only hold such meetings at the district police 
headquarters. 

Since returning to Hungary in 1990, Lovas has made 
quite a career for himself. The fact that his fanciful 
descriptions of his past are a pack of lies does not 
unduly disturb his fellow exponents of “Christian- 
national values’. 

Several years ago there was a public outcry against 
antisemitic incitement, but since then the Hungarian 
public has become accustomed to it, with the result that 
antisemitism is no longer viewed as an attack on 
democracy. There is no resolute and unequivocal public 
condemnation of antisemitism by government, political 
and church leaders. 

The present Hungarian government has high hopes of 
being admitted to the European Union. It is not even 
wotried about the consequences if it forms an official 
coalition with the rabidly antisemitic MIEP after the 
2002 elections. After all, it can take comfort from 
Austria’s example. 
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Did the secrets of the Oklahoma 
City bombing die with Tim 
McVeigh? 

by Leonard Zeskind 


FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF SERENDIPITY: Robert Millar 
died of a massive heart attack two weeks before prison 
Officials executed Timothy McVeigh, pictured above, at the 
federal penitentiary in Indiana. While wall-to-wall media 
coverage turned McVeigh’s state-ordered death into 
electronic high drama, Millar’s last breaths barely raised ink 
on the press’s back pages. Yet a chain of common 
associations linked their two lives. 

Millar was the gnomish grandfather leading a Christian 
Identity encampment in Northeast Oklahoma known as 
Elohim City. Among Millar’s parishioners was Wayne Snell, 
a survivalist turned race-war killer during the early 1980s. 
The State of Arkansas executed Snell on 19 April 1995 and 
Millar carried the body back to camp for burial. That same 
day, McVeigh and persons still unknown bombed the federal 
building in Oklahoma City. McVeigh’s bomb focused public 
attention on the militia, a movement of private 
paramilitaries that surged during the first years of Bill 
Clinton’s presidency. Now the question arises: Does 
McVeigh’s execution signal the militia’s end? 

After the bombing, McVeigh quietly and carefully 
attempted to separate his actions from men like Millar and 
the white supremacist movement as a whole. He claimed 
his bomb was motivated solely by federal government 
misdeeds in Waco, Texas, particularly the deaths of dozens 
of Branch Davidian cult members resulting from an FBI raid. 
And in the end McVeigh claimed that he alone had acquired 
the material, mixed 7,000 pounds of fertiliser and fuel-oil, 
packed it into a rental lorry, drove it over 400 kilometres to 
Oklahoma City, and detonated the bomb. 

What about the Turner Diaries, a pair of home-town 
reporters asked McVeigh. Why had he sold William Pierce’s 
race war novel at gun shows across the Midwest? | am not 
a racist, McVeigh answered. | was only interested in the 
novel’s anti-government rhetoric. 

Why then join a smalltime Klan faction, he was asked. 
Only because | wanted the t-shirt, he replied, as if any 
intelligent reporter would not know that Klan t-shirts are 
available to anyone with $15 and the personality to fit it 
over their torso. (A more appropriate question might be: 
Why do so many analysts claim that McVeigh was not 
motivated by racism, but only by so-called “anti- 
government paranoia”?) 
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And conjecture about possible accomplices did not end 
with either the prosecutor's claims that McVeigh acted 
alone, or with McVeigh’s willingness to fall on his sword and 
accept all the blame. Here much (but not all) of the 
speculation is aimed at Millar's Elohim City. Count the 
evidence. The isolated encampment housed a band of bank 
bandits calling itself the Aryan Republican Army. It also 
served as a weekend home for Dennis Mahon, a third-rank 
Aryan who has spent much of the past six years tantalising 
reporters with stories about how he met McVeigh on the 
gun show circuit and how he expects to be indicted “any 
minute” for the bombing. Less fanciful is the mystery 
surrounding Andreas Strassmeir, a German national who 
was living at Elohim City in 1994 and 1995. It was 
Strassmeir who received a phone call from McVeigh in the 
weeks before the bombing, although the German guest did 
not actually answer that call. 

It is questions about possible co-conspirators that will be 
the legacy of McVeigh and the Oklahoma City bombing. The 
FBI’s failure to produce all of its investigation’s files prior to 
trial (as required by law) only fuels distrust of the 
government's answers, despite the lack of any new 
evidence in the latest round of paper shuffling. Much like 
the almost 40 years of conspiracy theories surrounding the 
assassination of President Kennedy, the FBI’s failure to 
locate John Does Il, Ill and IV will forever taint the verdict on 
McVeigh. 

Nevertheless, execution will not turn him into a symbol of 
America’s barbaric use of the death penalty. There are 
hundreds of poor black men executed by the racism in the 
penal system for that role. Neither will execution transform 
McVeigh into a revered martyr to the Cause, as some have 
contended. Only the criminally cold-blooded (dare we say 
insane) can justify the murder of 169 innocents and the 
maiming of hundreds more. 

The public execution of McVeigh and the private death 
of Millar may, however, close the book on the militia as it 
was known in the 1990s. But closing the book and 
causing the decline of public paramilitarism are two 
different things. Over the past six years, one militia group 
after another have undoubtedly disbanded and the causes 
are multiple. Federal agents infiltrated the militia 
movement from top to bottom. Dozens of people were 
indicted and convicted for conspiracies of every sort. 
Many militiamen jumped ranks into the so-called common 
law court mini-movement, before that also became a law 
enforcement target. And a few chose to hold on, 
becoming petty entrepreneurs, selling survival gear or 
propaganda to a dwindling market of the gullible. 
Others dropped out, as the movement seemed to be 
going nowhere. 

Most of those who remained active moved in two 
different directions. A few joined hardcore national 
socialist outfits such as William Pierce’s National Alliance, 
which has grown steadily in the years since the bombing. 
And others have joined softer, more mainstream groups 
such as the Council of Conservative Citizens, which has 
militia-style politics without all the dangerous gun waving. 
Thus, McVeigh’s execution may close the book on the 
militia movement. But a second volume appears to be in 
the offing. 
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in Violent Action 


Fascists at Arras 
University in Paris recently 
broke up lectures and 
lobbed gas bombs in a 
protest action against 
changes in exam 
regulations. Garbed in a 
uniform of leather jackets, 
blue woollen hats and 
‘ranger boots’, they 
succeeded in closing down 
the campus for two 
successive days. The gas 
bombs were used against 

: ! both students opposed to 
musi == Seaman the rightist declared 

‘student strike’ and police. 

Molotov cocktails were 
also prepared but in the event were not used. 

A number of different groups were involved, including the Groupe 
union et defense and the Front des etudiant nationalistes. Some 
chanted the phrase "0... O... Occident', a reference to the banned 
violent French fascist group of the 1960’s. The ‘strike’ was also 
backed by student supporters of former President Giscard 
D’Estaing. 








10 years ago 
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Nazi bomber 


forms new party 


Norwegian racist bomber 
Arne Myrdal launched a 
new, even more extreme 
organisation, Norwegians 
Against Immigration (NMI), 
at the end of May, to 
promote his anti- 
immigrant hate campaign. 
He announced its 
formation at a rally of his 
former group, the so- 
called People’s Movement 
against Immigration (FMl). 
A : : The rally, held in his 
TGWU DEALS BLOWTORACISM | hometown of Arendal, had 
BILL MORRIS ELECTED GENERALSECRETARY | been intended to be the 
FMI’s annual conference 
and was preceded by an 
open meeting in the town centre, at which police seized iron bars 
and clubs from some of Myrdal’s followers who had come armed 
for the occasion. 

After hate-filled oratory by two senior FMI members, Bjorn 
Voldnes and Jacob Aal, Myrdal took the platform and proclaimed 
his new organisation before being hustled away by police. 

Later Myrdal told the newspaper and TV reporters who swarmed 
around him that the break from the FMI stemmed from a 
disagreement over tactics. He said "the FMI has become a talking 
shop" and that he wanted a "more militant group". 
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